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The New Muslim
Guide
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This guide provides you with
the first step in knowing this
great religion, concerning
most aspects of life that are
essential to your life. It also
answers some of your
guestions about religion in a
clear and easy way, with
accurate and authentic
Information based on the
Qur’an and the Sunnah of
the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him).
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The only blessing that o= odac] i dglaall
surely brings about Ol 6a1ng)l Goill LAg
happiness and tranquility in oo ditlonllg 6alsunll 1oii
this life and eternal bliss in AUl Gl kit aioyg Lial
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To worship Allah

Worship, or ‘ibadah, in Islam wvolw)logadsll o dausllg

o @ildleg lgslg Wlaclg «’
AaJnlladileaualn o

iIncludes all human acts, deeds,

words and relationships, provided
that it is accompanied by good
intention, for the sake of Allah.
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Islam is a Universal Religion

The religion of Islam came as
a mercy and guidance to all
peoples of the world,
regardless of their differences.
That is why Islam respects all
various human traditions and
does not require new Muslims
to change their own traditions
unless they contradict some of
the Islamic teachings.

In Islam there is no Intermediaries
between the Servant and his Lord

Islam came to honor and dignify man
and refute the false idea that the
eternal happiness is dependent upon
certain individuals; or one’s worship,
repentance and salvation is dependent
upon them, no matter how devout
and virtuous they may be.

Islam also liberated the human mind
and encourages Muslims to refer to
the Qur’an and the authentic Sunnah
of the Prophet (peace be upon him)
when differences arise, for no human
being has the prerogative to decide
on religious matters after Allah
Almighty except Allah’s Messenger,
the recipient of Allah’s revelation who
does not speak out of his own desire.

w-olle Uua ALY

Ao oMwIl(a cln
rodldl gl A dylaag
LaoUial Hle

&lon oping oMuwllo [Aalg
rojLi Yo rolg 8l wiale

VUl Lo iy aa 2l o linoll
E31b (o b CroilA U]
oMVl

oMWYl Lo dawlg V
WJjg =l YU

0j26 Llelg Yyl WYl o)A
o dypinl éaleuw Ygai Ul Uil
walauibl dlagipo laiale gf Lavigs
Jaoll Jo lgl lodvo itxo
clnllg
wJloleag roduoll Jbe o)l jing
Ul ] lainlg Jb=illg 1441l
(Lo Anl VUg «oliayl aic diullg
)9 Glaoll @gall Elloy Yl
U] aJgdy Lo JA L0 opol ELni
roliwg ayle alll oln alll Jguw)

AL T AR LN T AL AL T A,

1 1 i i i i i i

z}/) S SN X

X0 0 0 ¥ &

0
D

A
&




o]

dlall a

Islam is
a Religion
of Life

Islam is a religion that
balances the worldly life
and the life to come, and
this is obvious in urging to
construct and develop the
earth and associate with

people.

Learning Islamic Rulings o\uw )i rolbai olsz

A Muslim is required to
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learn about the Islamic

rulings in all aspects of life.
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All human actions fall into
five categories, according
to Islamic rulings:

Wajib (Obligatory)

Haram (Prohibited)
Mustahabb
(Recommended)
Makrooh (Disliked)
Mubah (Permissible)

Testifying that there is no god
but Allah and that Muhammad
IS the Messenger of Allah.
This testimony of faith is all
that is required for a person to
enter Islam.

Second: Salat (Prayer)

Third: Zakat (Obligatory
Charity)

Forth: Sawm (Fasting) of
Ramadan

Fifth: Hajj (Pilgrimage)
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Islam is a Religion
of Moderation
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Islam is a moderate religion
that follows a middle course
between exaggeration and
negligence, extremism and
total rejection of religion.
This moderation is apparent
In all acts of worship and
rituals.

Sl Luilgn &ron Jodiy (uall

Islam Covers All Aspects of Life
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Islam 1s a comprehensive
way of life that covers all its
aspects and prospects
without exception. It includes
worship, belief, morals,
transactions, and others.
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The Five Necessities

These are the ultimate
benefits which man must
enjoy in order to lead an
honorable life. Indeed, all
divine laws have commanded
their preservation and
prohibited all that contradicts
them.

They are: the preservation of
the religion, life, mind,
progeny, and property.
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Chapter One: I§
Your Faith 24

All divine messages, which
the prophets brought to their
people, called to the worship
of Allah alone without

associating anyone in

worship with Him and to
reject all false deities.
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Testimony of Faith:
Meaning and Requirements

Ashhadu anla ilaha illallah, wa
ashhadu anna Muhammadan
rasulullah (I bear witness that
there is no god worthy of
worship except Allah and that
Muhammad is the Messenger
of Allah)

It is the first duty of a Muslim.
Therefore, whoever intends to
accept Islam must make such
a declaration of faith and
believe in it.

It means: no one is worthy of
worship except Allah alone.
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The Testimony that aill | i g
Muhammad is Allah’s Messenger Jow) laono yl 0alauy

Muhammad was the son of e (pallae (giaono go

‘Abdullah, son of oD 0Jl oubla (ulinoll

‘Abdul-Muttalib, of the Banu Ol i ups)l Aol gag
Hashim clan of the Quraysh. roluwg ayle alll

He was indisputably the

noblest of all Arabs. . . e 4
Allah sent Prophet DS 0Re L Ol 0|

Muhammad (peace be upon w.Cl_c')lb WAL ) ro“uf’g CU'LC
him) to all people. Cu__-” vlnaosno U“LC aliJjilg
Ul auia odAacl roduwg aule
Allah sent down to him the roduwg aule alll bln 20009
greatest of His divine 0223 O Mo e iVl ol
scriptures, the Holy Qur’an.
Muhammad (peace be upon 1300 Ul 6alaub Lo
him) was the final prophet .alll Jouw)
sent by Almighty Allah;
therefore, there will be no
prophet after him.
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The Meaning of the T (O

Testimony that Muhammad
Is Allah’s Messenger:

This means to believe his
statements, act upon what he
commanded, avoid what he
prohibited and worship Allah
according to the manner he
prescribed and taught us.
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The Six Pillars
of Faith (Iman)

This means firm belief Ay ojlJlGuanill go

resolutgly affi.rrr.ling His @ileng Aol aiaglis
Lordship, Divinity and

Names and Attributes.
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1- Belief in the ol
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Affirming the existence of || atin vVl o sho

Allah |§ something t.hat IS ST ] o L5 ol
innate in human beings [

and does not require
anything to prove it.
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2- Belief in Allah’s all dwgup UlosVl -1

Lordship: ol

It is to firmly believe that Jaujolsiabiloliaul oo
Allah Almighty is the Lord, i
the Creator, the Sustainer Tk oo b nuiu
and the Provider of D T g

everything; that He is the 02 19.aUA oVl ad sl Al

One Who gives life and A6 e D JA Ode gag Al

causes death; that He is s ela o a )
the only One Who can do

harm and good; that all
power of decision rests with
Him; that in His Hand is all
good; that He has power
over everything; and that
He has no partner
whatsoever in doing all this.
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3- The Belief that only Allah

Is Worthy of Worship:

It is to firmly believe that Allah is
the only true god Who deserves to
be worshipped. All the apparent
and hidden acts of worship must
be directed to Him alone.

What is the Meaning of Worship
(‘lbadah)?

The Arabic term ‘ibadah
comprises all the words and
deeds, apparent or hidden, which
Allah loves and approves of.

For worship to be valid and
accepted, two conditions must be
met:

Sincerity: It has to be directed
sincerely to Allah alone.
Following the guidance of Allah’s
Messenger (peace be upon him).

Associating Partners with Allah
(Shirk)

Shirk contradicts the belief that
Allah alone is worthy of worship. It
IS considered to be the greatest
sin in the sight of Allah and is the
only sin which He never forgives
without sincere repentance.
Indeed, Shirk renders acts of
worship invalid and worthless and
those who commit the sin of Shirk
will be doomed to Hellfire forever.
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4- Belief in Allah’s
Names and Attributes

This involves belief in the
names and attributes which
Allah has affirmed for
Himself or which His
Messenger (peace be upon
him) has affirmed for Him in
a manner that suits His
majesty.

This means firm belief
that they exist, that they
belong to the unseen
world, not our world, and
that they are honored
and pious servants who
worship Allah as He
deserves to be
worshipped, execute His

‘» commands and never

disobey Him.

alll elowl YlosVl -€
:allQing

auwé i) all aivi Loy YlosVl ga
ol Wgu) diw gl Alis Ko
clow VI (Lo roduug aule alll

G\l aagdl Hle Cldnlig
Jlsialuy

Ay ojldl @anillga
roJle ol dAiloll
WSl ol g we
Halsl @ alll (Jgaisy
o ol Lo 219i1)Jg098)9
1ui aJl gy Vg .au




Belief in the Divine Books iASJu yloo M

This means firm belief that
Almighty Allah has sent down
divine books to some of His
messengers, and that they
contain the speech of Allah,
which He spoke in a manner that
suits His majesty. These books
also contain the truth, light and
guidance for people in both this
world and in the Hereafter.

The Glorious Qur’an provides a
summary of divine rulings. It also
came to approve and confirm the
command to worship Allah alone
as came Iin the previous divine
books.

All people, regardless of their
language or race, must adhere
to the Qur’an and act according
to its directions, no matter how
far they may be from the time the
Qur’an was revealed, as
opposed to the previous
scriptures, which were revealed
for particular peoples at specific
times.
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Belief in the Messengers

This means firm belief that Allah
Almighty sent a messenger to
every nation and community,
calling its members to worship
Allah alone without any partners,
that all Allah’s messengers were
truthful, virtuous, trustworthy and
rightly-guided servants who
strove hard to guide their people
to the right path and conveyed
Allah’s message to them in full,
without concealing, omitting or
adding anything to it.
Messengers are mere humans;
they have no divine attributes
whatsoever.

Allah Almighty supported His
messengers with a number of
signs and miracles to prove their
truthfulness and prophethood.

A Muslim’s Beliefs
regarding Jesus:

He was a mere human being
with no divine attributes
whatsoever, whom Almighty
Allah sent to guide the Children
of Israel and supported with a
number of miracles.
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Firm belief that Almighty ol alll gl @uanill go
Allah will resurrect people
from their graves; He will
then judge them according
to their deeds.
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Belief in the Divine Decree
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This means firm belief that
everything, good and bad,

takes place by the will of

Allah, Who does whatever
) He wishes. Nothing can

happen without His will.
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Chapter Two:
Your Purification

Allah commands Muslims to
purify themselves inwardly from
the sin of Shirk as well as from
diseases of the heart such as
envy, pride and hatred, and
outwardly from dirt and all kinds
of impurities.

Before a Muslim offers a prayer,
he must remove two things:
Physical Impurity (Najasah)
Ritual Impurity (Hadath)

Purification from Physical
Impurity:

Physical impurity on the body,
clothes or the place must be

cleaned until the filth is removed.

Ritual impurity can be removed
by performing the ablution
(wudu’) or ritual bath (ghusl)
using pure water.
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Ritual impurity is of two types:
Minor ritual impurity:

This can be removed by
performing wudu’ (ablution).
Major ritual impurity:

This can be removed by
performing ritual bath (ghusl).

How to Perform Wudu’?

The Muslim should start by
saying bismillah (In the name of
Allah); then wash his hands up
to the wrists; then rinse his
mouth thoroughly; then clean his
nose by sniffing water into the
nostrils and blowing it out; then
wash the face; then wash his
hands up to the elbows; then
wipe his head and his ears; and
then wash his feet up to the
ankles.

What Makes Ritual Bath
Obligatory:

Sexual intercourse or nocturnal
emission.

How to Remove the Major Ritual
Impurity (Janabah)?

It is sufficient to wash the entire
body with water with the
Intention of purity, along with
rinsing out the mouth and
snuffing water into nostrils and
blowing it out.
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Chapter Three:
Your Prayer

The prayer (salat) is the very
foundation of religion and a ‘link’
between a servant and his Lord, it
IS the act which distinguishes
Muslims from non-Muslims.

The direction Muslims face in
prayer (qiblah) is the Ka'bah in
Makkanh.

Prayer must be offered at its due
times, and delaying it beyond its
designated time is strictly forbidden.

Allah Almighty has enjoined upon
Muslims five prayers throughout the
day and night and has specified the
following times for them: The Dawn
Prayer (Salat-ul-Fajr), the Noon
Prayer (Salat-udh-Dhuhr), the
Afternoon Prayer (Salat-ul-‘Asr), the
Sunset Prayer (Salat-ul-Maghrib),
the Night Prayer (Salat-ul-‘Isha’).
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Congregational Prayer

Allah commands men to
perform the five daily prayers in
congregation, promising the
worshippers a great reward.

The Friday Prayer
(Salat-ul-Jumu‘ah)

The Friday prayer
(salat-ul-jumu‘ah) is a religious
obligation which takes the
place of the daily noon prayer
(salat-udh-Dhuhr). It is one of
the most exalted Islamic rituals
and one of its confirmed
obligatory acts. On this day,
Muslims gather once a week,
listen to the sermon which the
Imam delivers, and then offer
the Friday prayer.
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Chapter Four:
Your Zakat

Allah has enjoined zakat upon the
faithful, making it the third pillar of
Islam, and warned those who do
not pay it with severe
punishment.

Types of Wealth upon

which Zakat is Due:

® Gold and silver

® All types of money (banknotes
and coins)

® Commercial commodities

® Farm produce
® Livestock

Zakat is a small amount of
money, Allah has enjoined upon
the Muslims, which the rich pay to
relieve harm and need from the
poor and needy, and for other
purposes and goals.
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Chapter Five:
Your Fast

Allah commands Muslims to
observe a fast for one lunar
month every year, namely,
Ramadan, which is the fourth
pillar of Islam.

Fasting (siyyam or sawm) Is
an act of worship that involves
abstaining from food, drink,
sexual activity and anything
which is bound to break the
fast from dawn to sunset.
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To make it easy for people,
Allah has exempted some
individuals from fasting, they
are as follows:

1- Sick people whose medical
condition will worsen by fasting;
they are permitted to break the
fast but must make up the
missed fasts after Ramadan.

2- People who cannot observe
fast may also break the fast but
must feed a needy person for
every day missed.

3- Travellers are allowed to
break the fast but have to make
up for the days they have
missed after Ramadan.

4- Menstruating women and
women experiencing post-natal
bleeding are forbidden to fast but
must make up equal number of
days after Ramadan.

9- Pregnant and nursing women
are permitted to break the fast if
they fear it would be harmful to
them or for their babies if they
fast. They must, however, make
up for the days they have
missed after Ramadan.
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Muslim Festivals:

There are only two annual
festivals in Islam, and Muslims
must not celebrate any other day
apart from them. They are: (1)
The Festival of Fast Breaking
(Eid-ul-Fitr), and (2) the Festival
of Sacrifice (Eid-ul-Adha).

A distinctive feature of
Eid-ul-Adha is the slaughtering
of a sacrificial animal, which is
considered to be a highly
recommended act of worship.
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Chapter Six:
Your Pilgrimage

Hajj, the annual Muslim
pilgrimage to Makkah, is the fifth
pillar of Islam. It is an act of
worship that must be carried out
by every able Muslim who can
afford to do so once in a lifetime.

Lo oWl Al go @l
0§lal Loy oMl LAl
610 E&ninioll jalaldl Hde

JoJl 0 61nlg

aall o
AVl allalliciyand go
Chplioll

The Meaning of Hajj:
Hajj is a religious journey

undertaken to the Sacred Mosque
In Makkah with the intention of

performing the pilgrimage rituals. )
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The Main Goals of Hajj
1- A demonstration of total
submission and humility to Allah.
2- A reminder of the Day of
Judgment.
3- A Demonstration of true

‘» worship of Allah alone.
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Chapter Seven:
Your Financial §
Transactions &%

Islam has laid down all
legislations that take into account
man’s interest, protects his
professional and financial rights.
Allah commands and encourages
Muslims to earn their livelihoods.

The General Rule
Regarding Transactions:
All types of transactions are, as a
general rule, allowed in Islam,
with the exception of those things
which are forbidden due to their
iInnate impurity or the manner
they are acquired.

Business Ethics which
Islam Has Stressed:
Honesty

Truthfulness

Proficiency
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The general rule in the
Shariah, or Islamic Law, is
that everything is permissible
except what is forbidden due
to their harm to people’s
health, character or religion.

Plants and Fruits.

All types of plants are lawful,
with the exception of those
ones that are hazardous to
health or life, or those that
Intoxicate the mind such as
alcoholic beverages and
drugs.
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Etiquette of Eating and :UJlpillg ol daldl ulal

Drinking:

1- Avoidance of eating or
drinking in gold and silver
vessels or Loy
gold/silver-coated utensils. ol 1o wadl e -
2- Washing one’s hands .01RQ

before and after eating. |16 ()l rouisy) 1 Jg s
3- Pronouncing the name of i i gl I

Allah (saying Bismillah) | B
before eating or drinking. ododl adbuwpillg JAVI-¢

4- Eating and drinking with 2oall):oaiil 3] gy -0
the right hand. (alJ
5- Expressing thanks to

Allah by saying Alhamdu

lillah (All praise is due to

Allah) when finished.
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Chapter Nine:
Your Dress Code

Clothing from an Islamic ro\w)l Lo ywl L

Perspective U)oy Ul oszais (ool
Muslims are required to pay OO cuolg LQ,_b_,g Uion
attention to their appearance, "Cljbig Il &% s IR
making sure that their SUA Ll
clothing is beautiful and '
clean, especially when

dealing with others and when uwlUl Lo Jn i

performing the prayers. LalA legd FOU-UJ,}“'JJQJ roJ

4% 6lg0 LJoVlg LI Uro
The General Rule o il 55 ALl Lal il
Regarding CIoth!ng oditul Lo Ml elio!
Islam does not require "
Muslims to wear a certain
type of clothing. It is better to
use the same type of clothes
commonly used In their
respective countries, except
which are forbidden.
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Forbidden Types of
Clothing

1- Clothing that reveals the
private parts.

2- Clothing that involves
dressing like or imitating
the opposite sex.

3- Clothing that involves
Imitation of the
non-Muslims or that which
are peculiar to
non-Muslims.

4- Clothing that is worn with
pride and conceit.

5- Extravagant clothing.
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Islam gives great importance

to the family, encourages its
adherents to lay Its
foundations and protect it
against anything that may
harm or destroy it.

The Position of Women
in Islam

Islam has honored women and
freed them from servitude and
subordination to men. It has
also liberated them from being
a cheap commodity with no
respect or honor whatsoever.
Islam grants them the right to
Inheritance, allocating for them
equitable shares with men.

ol S plwdlypa
GVl Cupiig el ode
lauig) loo Llanle dlAolaolig
Ll aa g

ALYl L6 dlpoll dilao
La)yng 8lpoll o)l oAl
Cuils LUl dulalal (o
CUAA laypngdayle yu)jlod
J dunya) delw UgAai vl (o
.olinl Vg laJ ol

6110l ALYl Hdacel A 6g
Ao 6 KO WlpLoll o Ladn

p.

S SN SN g‘/)

www.rasoulallah.net




It grants them the right of
choosing their husbands and
places upon them a greater
amount of responsibility of
bringing up children.

It makes it the husband’s duty to
spend on those women entitled
to his support, such as his wife,
mother and daughters.

It stresses the importance of
helping weak women who are In
need of support, even if they are
not one’s relatives.

Allah commands
women to wear the
hijab for a number of
reasons, including the
following:

To be able to carry out their
mission In life and society In
scientific and academic fields in
the best possible manner, at the
same time guarding their
modesty.

To reduce chances of temptation.

Proper Hijab before
non-Mahram Men:

Covering the entire body.
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Marriage in Islam:

Marriage is one of the
strongest relationships which
Islam stresses, encourages
and considers as one of the
prophets’ practices.

Allah Almighty has entitled
husband and wife to certain
rights and encourages
promoting marital
relationship and preserving
It. Indeed, they are both
responsible for the welfare
of the family.

Islam urges that the
marriage contract be
permanent, specifying a
date for terminating the
marriage contract is strictly
prohibited.

Islam allows marriage
dissolution through divorce
as a means to end an
unsuccessful marriage and
to give each spouse the
chance to find another
spouse for a better
relationship.
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‘)) equally, males and females.

Parents’ Rights

Showing kindness to parents
IS one of the most
meritorious acts and the best
rewarded in the sight of
Allah. In fact, Allah mentions
It alongside the act of
worshipping Him in many
places in the Qur’an.

Non-Muslim Parents:
Non-Muslim parents

A Muslim is required to obey
his parents and show
Kindness to them even If
they are not Muslims.

Children’s Rights

To raise them well, teach
them the principles of Islam
and encourage them to be
righteous Muslims.

The father must provide for

his children.
All children must be treated
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Chapter Eleven:
Your Moral Character

Good manners are not
superfluous or complementary
aspects of Islam, rather they
are part and parcel of Islam
and are related to it in all
aspects of life.

The Position of Good
Character in Islam

1- Perfection of noble
character was one of the most
Important objectives of the
Prophet’s mission.

2- Noble character is part and
parcel of faith and belief.

3- Noble character is strongly
connected to all acts of
worship
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)

Some Aspects of the
Prophet’s Life and High
Moral Standards.

The Prophet (peace be
upon him) was the
epitome of good
character and personal
integrity such as:
Humility

Mercy

Justice

Benevolence and
Generosity
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Chapter Eleven:
Your Moral Character

The very moment a
person embraces Islam is
the greatest moment in
his life, for it signifies his
real birth through which
he came to understand
the real reason behind his
existence in this life and
the manner of conducting
his life according to the
dictates of this great
religion of Islam.
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How to Convert to
Islam?

To enter the fold of Islam, all one
needs to do is to pronounce the
testimony of faith (shahadah)
with sincere conviction, being
fully aware of its meaning.

Showing Gratefulness
to Allah for His
Guidance

The following are the best
things a Muslim can do to
express gratitude to Allah for

repentance and guidance:

1- Holding Fast to Islam and
Patiently Enduring Hardships
that Come One’s Way.

Doing One’s Best to Call to Islam
with Wisdom and fair
Admonition.
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Conclusion

What will be your next
step?

By finishing this summary, you
will have a general idea of
what you need to know about
the aspects of your religion.
Then, you need to be keen on
learning the details of these
aspects and applying them in
your real life.

No matter how faithful the
Muslim can be, he will always
need more guidance.

Make sure to get to know
your fellow Muslims and be
close to them:

Be close to your Muslim
brothers, visit Islamic centers,
and share with them their joys
and their sorrows.

May Allah bless you and make
you firm on His religion and
bestow upon you His apparent
and hidden blessings.
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