
How did the Sunnah reach us?
The Sunnah, the teachings and practices of Prophet 
Muhammad, remains remarkably preserved despite 
originating 14 centuries ago. This preservation is due to a 
rigorous, centuries-long scholarly process undertaken by 
dedicated Hadith scholars.
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The Chain of 
Transmission (Sanad)

Like links in a strong chain, the Like links in a strong chain, the 
Sunnah was passed down through 
generations via meticulous 
documentation of each narrator in a 
chain leading back to the Prophet. 
This unbroken chain ensured 
authenticity and prevented 
distortion.distortion.

Narrator Study

the A specialized field of Islamic the A specialized field of Islamic 
scholarship, Narrator Study 
rigorously investigates the lives, 
character, integrity, and memory of 
each narrator in the chain. This 
in-depth analysis ensures the 
reliability of the transmitted Hadith.

Rejection and Acceptability 
(Al-Jarh wa ta'deel)

Scholars applied strict criteria to Scholars applied strict criteria to 
evaluate narrators, rejecting any 
with questionable reliability or 
accuracy, prioritizing the 
preservation of the Prophet's true 
teachings

Rejection and Acceptability 
(Al-Jarh wa ta'deel)

Authentic Hadiths were categorized Authentic Hadiths were categorized 
based on stringent standards and 
compiled into authoritative collections 
like Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim. 
Other important works like Jami' 
al-Tirmidhi and Sunan Abi Dawud further 
categorized Hadiths and provided tools 
for researchersfor researchers

The Result

This meticulous scholarly approach has resulted in a precisely preserved body of 
prophetic traditions, ensuring that the Sunnah remains a reliable guide for 
Muslims centuries later. This process highlights the importance of scholarly 

expertise in understanding and interpreting religious text 


