
Historical ontext of     
               Marriage in 
              Early Ages

In the time of  Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), early
marriages were common and accepted 
across many cultures, including the 
Arabian Peninsula. 
The practice was widespread and 
not considered controversial at that time. 

It is crucial to understand that judging 
historical norms by modern standards is 
inaccurate.

Why Didn’t Quraysh Use 
This Marriage 
Against Him?

The disbelievers of  Quraysh, who opposed 
the Prophet (PBUH) and sought reasons 
to criticize him, did not use his marriage to 
Aisha as an argument. 

This indicates that such marriages were 
normal and not viewed as inappropriate in 
their society, nor was it a cause of  scandal 
or concern for his enemies.

Focus on the 
Prophet’s Marriage (PBUH) 

Alone Is Misleading
Critics often focus solely on the Prophet’s 
marriage to Aisha, ignoring similar marriages 
in the same era, including those of  the 
Prophet’s enemies.
They overlook the fact that early marriages 
were practised widely by both Muslims and 
non-Muslims, and the Prophet (PBUH) was 
not the first or only person to
 marry at such an age

Similar Marriages 
in Medieval 
Europe
                         Early marriages were not 
exclusive to the Arabian Peninsula. 
In medieval Europe, similar practices 
occurred, especially among royalty. 
For example, the Empress Anias of  
France was married at the age ofeight, 
and other historical figures, like 
Margret Maria Hingaria and Empress 
Theodora, were also married young, 
sometimes to men significantly older 
than them

Modern Age of 
Consent in Various 

Countries
Modern Age of  Consent in Various 
Countries: Even in the modern era, 
some countries still have low ages of  
consent. Countries such as 
Japan, Argentina, Mexico, Panama, 
and the Philippines allow 
consensual sexual relations as early as 
12 or 13 years old. 
Historically, the age of  consent in the 
U.S. and Canada was as low as 10 or 12 
years. 
This demonstrates that early 
marriage or relations with young girls 
were not exclusive to Islamic cultures.

   Cultural Differences           
      Between 7th Century 
         Arabia and Modern  
                Western 
                   Norms
Comparing 
the norms of  
7th century Arabia 
with modern Western values is 
inherently flawed. Cultural, 
geographical, and social contexts were 
drastically different.
What was customary and normal for 
the Arabs in the Prophet’s time is not 
directly comparable to today’s
practices in Western societies.

Not for Satisfying 
Desires – A Marriage to 

Strengthen 
Bonds

The Prophet’s mariage to Aisha was 
not motivated by desire, but rather to 
strengthen ties with his close 
companion, Abu Bakr. 
It was based on advice from Khawla 
bint Hakim, and Aisha was already 
engaged to another man before her 
marriage to the Prophet (PBUH), 
indicating that early marriage was a 
societal norm, not an isolated case.
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 Prophet’s 
Marriages Were Not 
Based 
on Lust
                                  The Prophet 
                      (PBUH) did not marry 
Aisha for personal  satisfaction. 
If  his marriages were driven by lust, he 
would not have married Khadijah, who 
was 15 years older than him, and stayed 
loyal to her for 25 years. Additionally, 
after Khadijah’s death, he married
Sawda bint Zam’a, a widow in her 60s, 
showing his marriage choices were 
based on compassion and social
 support, not desire

Aisha’s Role
in Islamic 

   Scholarship
After her marriage to the Prophet
(PBUH), Aisha played a vital role in 
Islamic education. 
She became a leading scholar 
of  Islamic law and traditions, narrating 
over 2,000 hadiths, and was a source of  
religious knowledge for many 
Companions of  the Prophet. 

Her intelligence and strong memory 
allowed her to contribute significantly to 
the Islamic heritage.

 Biblical 
Marriages of 

  Older Men to Young 
Women

Similar 
marriages
are documented 
in other religious 
traditions, including the 
Bible. 
For example, King David in his 
old age was given a young virgin 
named Abishag to care for him. 

This illustrates that early marriages 
between young women and older men 
were not uncommon and existed in 
other religious and cultural traditions.

Conclusion
The focus on the Prophet Muhammad’s 
(PBUH) marriage to Aisha by critics is a 
selective and unfair judgment, ignoring 
historical and cultural context. 
Early marriages were common in many 
societies, including Europe, for centuries. 
Moreover, the marriage produced 
significant benefits for Islamic 
scholarship, with Aisha playing a key 
role in preserving the teachings of  Islam. 
Critics who use this event to attack Islam 
often do so with ulterior motives, ignoring 
similar practices in other cultures and 
religions.
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