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Introduction

IN THE NAME OF ALLAH, THE MOST
COMPASSIONATE, THE MOST MERCIFUL

Noble reader:

Before you is the translation of the meaning of the glorious
Qur’an. This is not the Arabic Qur’an itself. Rather, it is only the
translation of its meaning.

The Muslims’ holy book (Qur’an) was sent down by Allah
(God) upon His messenger Muhammad (peace be upon him) in the
Arabic language between the years 610 and 632. Since then, it has
remained preserved in both written and oral forms of Arabic for the
1.5 billion Muslims all over the world. Approximately 10 million of
today’s Muslims have memorized the Qur’an by heart, cover to
cover in the original Arabic language, without differing on a single
letter therein, despite coming from every corner of the world. All
other Muslims memorize at least parts, chapters, and/or verses from
the Qur’an in its original Arabic form, regardless of what their
tongue of origin may be.

What you currently have before you is an attempt to
illustrate and convey as best as possible the message and meaning of
the verses of the Qur’an, verses that are elegantly enveloped in the
depths of the Arabic language. However, even the best attempt at
translation is not the same as comprehending the Qur’an in its
original Arabic.  Therefore, after you have read the current
translation, we advise you to contact a scholar of Islam via email or
telephone to answer any questions that you may have and to clarify
for you any passages that may have been difficult to comprehend in
English translation.

In what follows, this introduction presents some of the
evident truths associated with the glorious Qur’an.

( .
1 7 )




Introduction

WHAT IS THE QUR’AN?

Che Qur’an is the book of Allah (God) and His words

that were descended upon the heart of His messenger Muhammad
(peace be upon him) through the archangel Gabriel. It was then
relayed to us through multiple and rigorously authenticated chains
of narrators. The number of these narrators was sufficiently large
that it would have been impossible to have had so many
unacquainted individuals agree on a lie.

The Qur’an also has other names by which it is known,
such as: The Book, The Book of Allah, The Criterion, and The
Light.

THE QUR’AN'S ORIGIN IS DIVINE.

(Zjhe Qur’an is neither the work nor creation of any

human being. From the very first letter to the last, it is nothing less
than the words of Allah, without the interjection of any human,
including the messenger Muhammad (peace be upon him). Allah
says:

“Say (O, Muhammad), ‘It is not for me to change it on my own
accord. I only follow what is revealed to me.”” {Surat Yunus
(Chapter 10), Verse 15}

—'
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IT IS ABSOLUTELY IMPOSSIBLE THAT MUHAMMAD WROTE THE
QUR’AN.

AII circumstantial evidence leads the honest inquirer to

the conclusion that Muhammad (peace be upon him) could not have
written the Qur’an. There are a number of reasons supporting this
conclusion.

Firstly, Muhammad (peace be upon him) was known and
recognized for his honesty and personal integrity even before he
first received revelation. Everyone that knew him bore witness that
he was “The Truthful, The Trustworthy.” Thus, he was labeled with
that nickname from adolescence onward.

Secondly, he was known among his people to be unlettered
and illiterate. Allah says:

“And you did not recite before it any scripture, nor did you
inscribe one with your right hand. Then (i.e., otherwise) the
falsifiers would have had (cause for) doubt.” {Surat Al-Ankabut
(Chapter 29), Verse 48}

Thirdly, in the Qur’an are verses reprimanding Muhammad
(peace be upon him) in some matters, like for example the
beginning of Surat Abasa, wherein Allah says:

“He (i.e., the Prophet) frowned and turned away because
there came to him the blind man, (interrupting).” {Surat Abasa
(Chapter 80), Verses 1-2}

How can it be that a rationale person can condemn himself
and mention his own shortcomings in a book that he gives to his
followers?

—'
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Fourthly, the Qur’an does not contain details of the
personal life of Muhammad (peace be upon him), nor does it
mention the strife and hardships that he endured, as it is not his
biography. On the contrary, Jesus and his mother Mary (peace be
upon them) are mentioned by name and in greater detail much more
frequently throughout the Qur’an than is Muhammad (peace be
upon him). Their lives are told in explicit detail, and an entire
chapter of the Qur’an is entitled Maryam (Mary).

Fifthly, in the Qur’an are many truths and realities that
could only have come from the Creator of the Heavens and the
Earth.

Sixthly, it is absurd to maintain that Muhammad (peace be
upon him) took the Qur’an from his own people, for they were
largely illiterate and would have confronted him with the known
origins of the Qur’an if he had simply plagiarized it from his
people.

Seventhly, the messenger Muhammad (peace be upon him)
never met any person from the People of the Book (Jews,
Christians, etc.) for extended periods of time. As such, he could not
have plagiarized the Qur’an from the Bible and Talmud. Further,
the Qur’an is filled with rebuttals of the falsehoods of the People of
the Book, which undermines any argument that the Qur’an was
somehow plagiarized from them.
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OF WHAT IS THE QUR’AN COMPRISED?

Che Qur’an is comprised of 114 chapters, each of

which contains verses. The total number of verses in the Qur’an is
6,236. Some of the chapters are lengthy and have hundreds of
verses, and others are shorter and have only a few verses. For
example, Surat Al-Kawthar (chapter 108) has only three verses,
while Surat Al-Bagarah (chapter 2) has 286 verses. Further, Allah
has entitled each chapter with a specific name and a fixed order, as
is apparent in the organization of the table of contents of this book.

THE LANGUAGE OF THE QUR’AN.

(Zjhe Qur’an came down in the Arabic language. Allah

>

says: “And thus We have revealed it as an Arabic legislation.’
{Surat Ar-Ra’d (Chapter 13), Verse 37}

As to why the Qur’an was revealed in the Arabic language,
we must first say that the human race does not possess a single
universal language that everyone shares as a medium of
understanding and comprehension.  Therefore, it is completely
natural that the Qur’an must be in one of those languages by which
human beings communicate. Also, it is only befitting that the
Qur’an be revealed in the language of the prophet that received it
and in the language of those being addressed by it. Allah says:

“And We did not send any messenger except (speaking) in
the language of his people to state clearly for them...” {Surat
Ibraheem (Chapter 14), Verse 4)
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Having said that, the reasons for the Qur’an being revealed
in Arabic are that:

(1) The Arabic language has established principles and
systematic rules that have been unchanged for
thousands of years.

(2) The Arabic language is the most comprehensive of
languages and has the most precise and effective
method of communication through its ocean of
vocabulary. For this reason, you may find that a page
of another language may be required to translate two
lines of Arabic.

For this reason, the Qur’an contains a message that is
known by all those who have read it. This is a message that touches
the soul and takes it into the world of parables and the horizons of
spirituality. To fall upon this wonder, the individual is not asked for
anything except to sever him/herself from materialistic attachments
and previously acquired notions and to read or even hear the
Qur’an. Upon doing so with an interested and unbiased approach,
he/she will be instantaneously affected by its language and elegance.
Allah says:

“And if any one of the polytheists seeks your protection,
then grant him protection so that he may hear the words of Allah
(i.e., the Qur’an).” {Surat At-Tawbah (Chapter 9), Verse 6}

All that is asked is that you hear and ponder the words of
Allah, especially as Allah has facilitated its recitation. Allah says:

“So, (O Muhammad), We have only made it (i.e., the
Qur’an) easy in your tongue...” (Surat Maryam (Chapter 19),
Verse 97}
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THE QUR’AN IS ARABIC IN LANGUAGE, UNIVERSAL IN MESSAGE.

Che Qur’an did not come down for the Arabs alone, but
rather for all of humankind. Allah says:

“The month of Ramadan (is that) in which was revealed
the Qur’an, a guidance for the people and clear proofs of guidance
and criterion.” {Surat Al-Bagarah (Chapter 2), Verse 185}

The Qur’an was sent down for all people, and Allah chose
the Arabs to carry the message in that age to provide great wisdom
to all mankind. Allah says:

“Allah is most knowing of where (i.e., with whom) He
places His message.” {Surat Al-An’am (Chapter 6), Verse 124}

Thus, there is no doubt that this divine decision is of
tremendous wisdom. With regard to this statement, the following
considerations apply.

Firstly, Arabia has in it the first house institutionalized for
all humankind to turn to in their testimony to the Oneness of the
True God. This is the house that Abraham, the father of the
prophets, built. Therefore, it is most appropriate that the seal of
revelation should be sent to that very land.

Secondly, the Arabs at that time were a free people. They
were not controlled by any of the major empires, nor did they fall
under the auspices of any dominating government that would have
combated the spread of the ‘new’ way of life.
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Thirdly, they were gifted with the ability of precision
memorization, due to their linguistic depths and exposure to poetry.
In fact, their memorization skills were developed to such an extent
that it was not that difficult for many of them to hear pages of poetry
a single time and come away with it memorized ever after to the last
letter.

Fourthly, the attributes of the Arabs and the character traits
they most esteemed included such virtues as honesty,
trustworthiness, fulfillment of promises, and sincerity. This was a
result of not being poisoned by the two-faced and dishonest
‘diplomacy’ that crowded civilizations such as those that Rome and
Persia adopted, secondary to their offensive and obscene lifestyles.

Lastly but not least, the choice to send the Qur’an amongst
the Arabs provided another piece of evidence that it was a revelation
from Allah. Consider that the Qur’an was revealed in a small,
undeveloped, and backwards nation. However, after receiving the
Qur’an, this same nation led the word from East to West for a
period that spanned over 1,000 years. Who in his/her right mind
would ever for a moment have considered it possible for uneducated
Bedouin herders of sheep and camels to present the world with a
book that would cause them to lead the world for over a millennium.

THE DESCENDING OF THE QUR’AN.

@1 the year 610, Allah sent the angel Jibreel/Gabriel

(peace be upon him) to the city of Makkah where Muhammad bin
‘Abdullah lived. The angel informed him that Allah had chosen him
to be his messenger to the entire world and recited to him the first
five verses of Surat Al-‘Alag (chapter 96). Since that moment and
for a period of 23 years, the Qur’an continued its descending upon

( 1
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the messenger Muhammad (peace be upon him). It began when the
messenger Muhammad (peace be upon him) was 40 years of age,
the age of maturity and wisdom.

THE GRADUAL DESCENDING OF THE QUR’AN AND THE WISDOM
IN THAT.

(Zjhe Qur’an used to descend upon the messenger

Muhammad (peace be upon him) by way of direct revelation from
Allah, the Most High, with the angel Jibreel (peace be upon him) as
the medium carrying the inspiration. This lasted a period of
approximately 23 years. Why this gradual unfolding of the Qur’an?
The answer is found in two of its verses.

“And those who disbelieve say: ‘Why was the Qur’an not
revealed to him all at once?’ Thus (it is) that We may strengthen
thereby your heart. And We have spaced it distinctly.” {Surat Al-
Furgan (Chapter 25), Verse 32}

“And (it is) a Qur’an which We have separated (by
intervals) that you might recite it to the people over a prolonged
period. And We have sent it down progressively.” {Surat Al-Israa’
(Chapter 17), Verse 106}

From these two verses, we can now derive some of the
wisdom behind the Qur’an being revealed gradually. These include
the following.

(1) Gradual revelation provided for the solace and comfort
of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and
partially insulated him from the reoccurring harm that
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he would have otherwise suffered at the hands of his
people.

It provided a means for addressing problems as they
arose via an ongoing connection to Allah.

It allowed for the development of an Islamic nation
through gradual legislation, thus minimizing difficult
adjustments for the first generation of Muslims by not
forcing them to make abrupt changes in their lives.
This was particularly important during the early days
of the Islamic state.

This gradualism is but one of the many aspects of the
miraculous nature of the Qur’an. There are parts, such
as the beginning of Surat Al-Bagarah (chapter 2),
which were revealed in the beginning of the years in
the city of Madinah, whereas the last Qur’anic verse
revealed, some 10 years later, is also in that same
chapter. For this to have occurred and the Qur’an still
be void of confusion, discrepancy and incoherence,
while still containing delightful wisdom and secrets, is
further proof that this book was not the effort of any
man and that it could not be produced even if all of
humankind united to contribute to its production.
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THE SUBJECTS OF THE QUR’AN.

Che Qur’an provides teaching and instruction for the

individual, the family, and the community. It even contains
information and direction regarding the establishment of a nation.
Within its pages are instructions concerning our relationship with
Allah, the Most High, enabling us to know Who created us and why,
what the Creator asks of us, and what is our final destination. The
Qur’an also teaches us about our relationship with the unseen world
of angels and devils, and it provides information about those who
have come to pass before us in this world of nations and individuals.
In it are the basics of worship with regard to prayer, charity, fasting,
and pilgrimage to the sacred house. It provides us with a reference
as to how we are to relate to the rest of humankind, guiding us with
regard to both materialistic and behavioral interactions (i.e.,
financial transactions and interpersonal etiquette). Finally, we find
within the Qur’an lessons regarding our relationships with animals
and the rest of the creatures of Allah.

To conclude, in every aspect of one’s life of spiritual and
tangible matters from the moment of birth until the day of breathing
one’s last, the Qur’an covers all the foundations and principles of
which one could be of need. Befittingly, Allah has described this
very point when He says:

“And We have sent down to you the Book (i.e., the Qur’an)
as clarification for all things...” {Surat An-Nahl (Chapter 16),
Verse 89}
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THE CATEGORICAL ISSUES OF THE QUR’AN.

%ile you are reading the Qur’an, you will find some
issues or events that are frequently repeated. This is not from

redundancy.

Instead, such repetition reinforces earlier mention and

provides subtle shades of additional meaning. For example, you
will see that the Qur’an contains an issue being mentioned in
multiple chapters, but its mention each time appears in a diverse
style or with new additions.

There are several reasons that the Qur’an should not be
separated into isolated subjects, a few of which are listed below.

1)

€

()

It drives the individual to read the entirety of the
Qur’an, instead of reading just a portion of it
regarding a particular issue and ignoring the rest.
Despite the number of times it is read, the Qur’an
repels boredom in the reader by challenging the talents
of the human mind. Each time it is read, the reader
finds a new literary marvel within the uniqueness of
each verse and searches for the purpose behind the
slight dissimilarity.

The Qur’an’s repetition is yet another aspect of the
novelty of the Qur’an. With all these subjects
intertwined with one another and not primitively
isolated by chapters based on subjects, the chapters
remain cohesive despite all the variety to be found
within some of them. Everything ties together and
also ties into the previous and succeeding chapters.
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THE WRITING OF THE QUR’AN AND ITS COLLECTION.

Che writing and collection of the Qur’an can be divided

into a few stages, which trace its course from its first written form
until today.

The first stage was during the lifetime of Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him). Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) used to memorize the Qur’an immediately as it was sent
down to him, and it was Allah who claimed responsibility to keep
the Qur’an firmly in the Prophet’s memory. Allah says:

“Indeed, upon Us is its collection (in your heart) and (to
make possible) its recitation. So when We have recited (through
Gabriel), then follow its recitation. Then upon Us is its clarification
(to you).” {Surat Al-Qiyamah (Chapter 75), Verses 17-19}

The Prophet (peace be upon him) used to recite the Qur’an
to his companions as he gradually received the revelation, and they
would memorize it, too. The companions would then recite it to
their families and children, and they would in turn memorize it.
They were all known for their extensive memorization skills, and
they recited it in their prayers, which of course aided in its
recollection. Both of these supporting factors aided in the
memorization of the Qur’an. As such, it is not surprising that in just
one battle 70 memorizers of the entire Qur’an were killed. In
addition to memorizing the Qur’an, those of the Prophet’s (peace be
upon him) companions who were literate would write down the
Qur’anic revelation as they were revealed. While they were not
placed together in a single book because the revelation was still
ongoing, these earliest writings of Qur’anic revelation were yet an
additional way in which the Qur’an was preserved.

( 1
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The second stage coexists with the caliphate of Abu Bakr
As-Siddeeq, the first caliph. During his caliphate, the entire Qur’an
was written down and collected into a single volume for the first
time. This initial compilation of the first complete written version
of the Qur’an was based upon the memorization of the Qur’an by
numerous individuals and upon the earlier, uncollected writings of
the Qur’an. This project was completed by an indescribably
diligent group of the Prophet’s (peace be upon him) companions
who used an extremely rigorous authentication and verification
process to insure precision accuracy in their efforts. This Mushaf
(written Qur’an) remained in the home of the first caliph, Abu Bakr,
until his death, at which time it was relocated to the home of the
second caliph, Umar ibn Al-Khattab. After this, it went to the home
of Umar’s daughter, Hafsa bint Al-Khattab, who had been the wife
of the Prophet (peace be upon him). There it was safeguarded by
her until it was requested by the third caliph, Uthman ibn Affan.

The third stage took place during the caliphate of Uthman
ibn Affan. During the time of the third caliph, Islam had expanded
to great distances in every direction. Among the Muslims were
people of assorted backgrounds and languages. Apparently being
concerned about minor differences in Qur’anic recitation that were
secondary to differences among various Arabic dialects, Uthman
retrieved the written Qur’an from Hafsah and commissioned Zayd
ibn Thabit, the original compiler of the written Qur’an, to utilize
this single copy of the written Qur’an to produce a final recension
of the Qur’an, in order to standardize any dialectical differences.
There has never been another recension of the Qur’an. The Qur’an
of today is the same as that found in the Uthman recension, being
different from the original recension of Abu Bakr only in the
standardization of Arabic dialects.
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The fourth stage conforms to what is known as the oral
collection. In this present day and age, due to technological
advancements, we now have the oral collection of the Qur’an.
What is meant by that is that through modern recording techniques,
people can easily listen to the Qur’an being recited by experts.
There are many recitors of the Qur’an who have perfected the
recitation of this divine scripture and who have collections of their
audio recitations of the Qur’an. By listening to these recorded
recitations, Muslims may learn the proper pronunciation of the
Qur’an and have an additional aid in memorizing the Qur’an.
These recordings can be found on audio cassettes, CDs, and the
internet, adding another layer of insurance for the safeguarding of
the Qur’an.

THE EXTRAORDINARY AND MIRACULOUS NATURE OF THE
QUR’AN.

%enever Allah sent a messenger to a people, He sent

with him a miracle. This was to prove to the people of that time the
truthfulness of that man’s prophethood. The reason for this was that
the condition of the people in every time and place was one of
stubborn retention of their creeds and the creeds of their forefathers,
even if those creeds were clearly false, simply because they had
grown up with those creeds. Therefore, Allah would send with the
messengers a sign, in order that the people could recognize that the
message could only have come from no other than Allah. Surely,
Allah, their Creator, knows best and knew that the people already
had a problem listening to their fellow human being concerning this
matter of revelation. If the revelation entailed believing or doing
something that was outside of their customs or entailed abandoning
traditions that their parents and grandparents had passed onto them,
they were likely to reject it. As such, Allah supported His

( 1
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messengers by sending alongside of them extraordinary miracles so
that they might be believed and followed. Allah says:

“And it was not for a messenger to come with a sign except
by permission of Allah.” {Surat Ar-Rad (Chapter 13), Verse 38}

This was the exact condition of Prophet Muhammad (peace
be upon him). He was disbelieved by his people, and they refused
to follow him. As such, Allah gave him the miracle of the Qur’an,
and it was a miracle unlike any other. All the other messengers
came with a tangible miracle that ended with the death of the
messenger. Thereafter, the legislations were changed, the records
were lost, and the true believers decreased in numbers. However,
Prophet Muhammad’s (peace be upon him) miracle has remained
and will remain until the end of the universe. As such, the Qur’an’s
law, message, and methodology will never be lost.

What follows are aspects of the miraculous nature of the
Qur’an.

irstly, the Qur’an is the only book for which Allah

assumed responsibility for its protection and preservation from any
change or adulteration. Allah says:

“Indeed, it is We Who sent down the message (i.e., the
Qur’an), and, indeed, We will be its guardian.” {Surat Al-Hijr
(Chapter 15), Verse 9}

For this reason and this reason alone, the Qur’an is the
only book that was preserved as it was originally revealed, in the
original language and without a single letter altered. It is truly
amazing that despite the vast variety of Muslims all over the world
and their own distinctive languages and objects of loyalty, they all
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have one book in which there is no disagreement on even a single
word.

Secondly, one can point to the unparalleled eloquence of
the Qur’an. Despite the Qur’an having been initially revealed to a
people who took great pride in their skill in the Arabic language and
in verbal expression, when they failed to believe Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) Allah challenged them to produce
even a single chapter comparable to the Qur’an. Needless to say,
they were incapable of doing so, even though there are chapters in
the Qur’an that are just three verses in length! As hard as they tried
and as urgent as it was to them to combat the message of Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him), it was a fruitless effort. In His
infinite knowledge, Allah noted their inevitable failure to produce
something comparable even before they made the attempt.

“And if you are in doubt about what We have sent down
(i.e., the Qur’an) upon Our Servant (i.e., Prophet Muhammad), then
produce a surah the like thereof and call upon your witnesses (i.e.,
supporters) other than Allah, if you should be truthful. But if you do
not—and you will never be able to—then fear the Fire, whose fuel is
men and stones, prepared for the disbelievers.” {Surat Al-Bagarah
(Chapter 2), Verses 23-24}

Thirdly, one notes the descriptive illustrations of the
Qur’an. As one reads through the Qur’an, the graphic images
drawn in a person’s imagination by the words of the Creator cause
him to live through incidents as if they were unfolding before his
very eyes. This is the case with the lives of the prophets, the
moments of hope and despair within our own lives and the emotions
that bubble within us during those times, the description of the final
moments of one’s life and the soul’s departure from one’s throat,
and many other explicit, emotionally charged portrayals.
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Fourthly, one can turn to the legislation within the Qur’an.
It prompts utter astonishment that an illiterate individual such as
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) could come forward with
a book filled with guidance, direction, and instruction for every
aspect of life, no matter how big or small. State affairs during war
and peace, social organization, the penalization of those who seek
corruption in the earth, the relationship of a human being to his Lord
and his path to self-actualization, personal affairs such as
breastfeeding, marriage, divorce, and inheritance, and every other
thing relevant to the dealings of the human race are included within
the pages of the Qur’an. Allah says:

“This day I have perfected for you your religion and
completed My favor upon you and have approved for you Islam as
religion.” {Surat Al-Ma’idah (Chapter 5), Verse 3}

Fifthly, scientific miracles are to be found within the
Qur’an. Almost 1,000 verses have been found in the Qur’an that
speak about scientific facts and processes that were known to Allah
for all time but that have only recently been discovered and proven
as scientific facts by mankind. This is so to such an extent that there
have been non-Muslim scientists and doctors who have admitted to
learning facts from the Qur’an about their fields of specialization
that they had never known before. For example, the Qur’an speaks
about the stages of development of the creation of the human being.
Allah says:

“And certainly did We create man from an extract of clay.
Then We placed him as a sperm-drop in a firm lodging (i.e., the
womb). Then We made the sperm-drop into a clinging clot, and We
made the clot into a lump, and We made (from) the lump, bones, and
We covered the bones with flesh; then We developed him into
another creation. So blessed is Allah, the best of creators.” {Surat
Al-Mu’minun (Chapter 23), Verses 12-14}

( 1
1 24 )
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In these verses are precise, detailed descriptions of the
condition of the fetus that are portrayed with pinpoint accuracy.
The amazement is when one reads that these facts from the Qur’an
were only discovered by modern science during the past 30 years of
embryological observation, observation that was only made possible
by high-tech medical equipment.

Sixthly, the Qur’an informs us about the past and future.
For example, the Qur’an informs us about nations that passed away
ages ago and that were not even remembered at the time the Qur’an
was being revealed. Allah says after mentioning the story of Nuh
(Noah, peace be upon him):

“That is from the news of the unseen, which we reveal to
you, (O Muhammad). You knew it not, neither you nor your people,
before this.” {Surat Hud (Chapter 11), Verse 49}

The Qur’an also contains news of many incidents that had
not yet come to pass, such as when the Qur’an foretold the
unexpected defeat of the polytheists. Allah says:

“(Their) assembly will be defeated, and they will turn their
backs (in retreat).” {Surat Al-Qamar (Chapter 54), Verse 45}

This was but one of many prophecies that was fulfilled
during the time of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him).
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THE SPECIAL ATTRIBUTES OF THE QUR’AN.

e The Qur’an is the only book memorized in its totality,
without faltering in any part of it, by an enormous number
of believers. It is also the most read book on the face of
the earth.

e  For every letter that the believer recites of the Qur’an, he is
rewarded for it with ten good deeds, and Allah then
multiplies the reward for whomever He pleases.

e On the Day of Judgment, the Qur’an will intercede for
those that recite it until it is responsible for his admittance
to the eternal abode of paradise.

e Allah has assumed and undertaken the responsibility of the
preservation of the Qur’an until the Day of Judgment.

“Indeed, it is We Who sent down the message (i.e., the
Qur’an), and, indeed, We will be its guardian.” {Surat Al-Hijr
(Chapter 15), Verse 9}

e Allah has made it so that the recitation of the Qur’an is
facilitated and does not require the effort that is needed to
go through any other book. Allah says:

“And We have certainly made the Qur’an easy for
remembrance, so is there any who will remember?” {Surat Al-
Qamar (Chapter 54), Verse 17}

e The reader of the Qur’an is never bothered by boredom
while reading it, secondary to the Qur’an’s manner of
composition and elegant literary technique.

e  The Qur’an was made for all people and can be understood
by all people—the layman, the intellectual, the average,
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and the rocket scientist. All can read, comprehend, and
benefit from it.

e Reading the Qur’an incites the mind to ponder and imagine
and the heart to yearn and tremble.

e It,in and of itself, is a cure for all the diseases of the heart.
Allah says:

“And We send down of the Qur’an that which is healing
and mercy for the believers...” {Surat Al-Isra’ (Chapter 17), Verse 82}

e In the Qur’an is the gist of heavenly books that were
previously revealed. Allah says:

“Indeed, this is in the former scriptures, the scriptures of
Abraham and Moses.” {Surat Al-A’la (Chapter 87), Verses 18-19}

“And We have revealed to you, (O Muhammad), the Book
(i.e., the Qur’an) in truth, confirming that which preceded it of the
scripture and as a criterion over it.” {Surat Al-Ma’idah (Chapter
5), Verse 48}

Even though this is not the actual Qur’an, we request from
our noble readers that they respect this book because it is a
translation of the meanings of the noble Qur’an and within it are the
names and attributes of Allah and the names of some of His angels
and messengers.
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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO ISLAM

ISLAM.

Accounting for one fourth of the world’s population,

Islam is both a religion and a way of life. It is also both a noun and
a verb. As a noun, Islam stands for a specific set of religious
beliefs. As a verb, Islam denotes the action of submitting to,
surrendering to, and falling into accord with the will and pleasure of
Allah.

MUSLIMS.

@qom a linguistic point of view, Muslims are the

‘doers’ of Islam. They are those who believe in the pillars of the
Islamic belief system (i.e., to believe in Allah, His books, His
messengers, the Day of Judgment, and Al-Qadar, a theological
construct combining the absolute foreknowledge of God, natural
law as a manifestation of divine decree, and the omnipresent
possibility of divine intervention) and take part in the pillars of
Islamic practice (i.e., the Shahadah (testimony of faith), establishing
prayer, paying alms, fasting, and making the Hajj pilgrimage).




Introduction

ALLAH.

d’ﬂjslims believe in one, unique, incomparable God,

Who has neither a son nor a partner. Muslims also believe that none
has the right to be worshipped but God alone. He is the true God,
and every other deity is false. He has the most magnificent names
and sublime and perfect attributes. No one shares His divinity or
His attributes. In the Qur’an, God describes Himself by stating:

“Say, ‘He is Allah, (Who is) One, Allah, the Eternal
Refuge. He neither begets nor is he born, nor is there to Him any
equivalent.”” {Surat Al-Ikhlas (Chapter 112), Verses 1-4}

No one has the right to be invoked, supplicated, prayed to,
or shown any act of worship, but God alone. God alone is the
Almighty, the Creator, the Sovereign, and the Sustainer of
everything in existence. He manages all affairs. He stands in need
of none of His creatures, and all His creatures depend on Him for all
that they need. He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing, and the All-
Knowing. In a perfect manner, His knowledge encompasses all
things, the open and the secret, and the public and the private. He
knows what has happened, what will happen, and how it will
happen. Whatever He wills is, and whatever He does not will is not
and will never be. His will is above the will of all His creatures. He
has power over all things, and He is able to do everything. He is the
Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, and the Most Beneficent. In one
of the sayings of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), we are
told that God is more merciful to His creatures than a mother is to
her child. God is far removed from injustice and tyranny. He is
All-Wise in all of His actions and decrees. If someone wants
something from God, he/she can ask God directly without asking
anyone else to intercede on his/her behalf.




Introduction

QUR’AN.

Che Qur’an, the last revealed word of God, is the

primary source of every Muslim’s faith and practice. One of its
differences from other scriptures is that it remains today as it was
revealed, in the original language, without a letter changed or a
message adulterated. It deals with all the subjects that concern
human beings: wisdom, doctrine, worship, transactions, law, etc.
However, its basic theme is the relationship between God and His
creatures. At the same time, it provides guidelines and detailed
teachings for a just society, proper human conduct, and an equitable
economic system. Note that the Qur’an was revealed to Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) only in Arabic. Therefore, any
Qur’anic translation, either into English or any other language, is
neither a Qur’an nor a version of the Qur’an. It is only a translation
of the meaning of the Qur’an. The Qur’an exists only in the Arabic
in which it was revealed.

MUHAMMAD (PEACE BE UPON HIM).

d’ﬂjhammad (peace be upon him) was the final

messenger of Allah. Muhammad (peace be upon him) was born in
Makkah in the year 570. He was raised illiterate, unable to read or
write, and remained so throughout his entire life. As he grew up, he
was known as being truthful, honest, trustworthy, generous, and
sincere. He was so trustworthy that they called him ‘The
Trustworthy.” Muhammad (peace be upon him) was also very
pious, and he had long detested the decadence and idolatry of his
society. At the age of 40, Muhammad (peace be upon him) received
his first revelation from God through the angel Gabriel. The
revelations continued for 23 years, and they are collectively known
as the Qur’an.
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Before Muhammad (peace be upon him) died at the age of
63, the greater part of the Arabian Peninsula had accepted Islam.
Within a century of his death, Islam had spread to Spain in the West
and as far as China in the East. Among the reasons for the rapid and
peaceful spread of Islam were the truth and clarity of its doctrine.
Islam calls for faith in only the One God, Who is the only one
worthy of worship.

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) was a perfect
example of an honest, just, merciful, compassionate, truthful, and
brave human being. Though he was a man, he was far removed
from all evil characteristics and strove solely for the sake of God
and His reward in the Hereafter. Moreover, in all his actions and
dealings, he was ever mindful and fearful of God.

JESUS (PEACE BE UPON HIM).

d’ﬂjslims respect and revere Jesus (peace be upon

him). They consider him one of the greatest of God’s messengers to
mankind. The Qur’an confirms his virgin birth and teaches that he
was born miraculously by the command of God, the same command
that had brought Adam (peace be upon him) into being with neither
a father nor a mother. Muslims believe that during his prophetic
mission, Jesus (peace be upon him) performed many miracles.
However, Muslims do not believe that he was crucified, even
though it was the plan of his enemies to crucify him. Instead,
Muslims believe that God saved Jesus (peace be upon him) and
raised him up to Him and that another was crucified in place of
Jesus (peace be upon him).
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Neither Jesus nor Muhammad (peace be upon them) came
to change the basic doctrine of belief in One God, which had been
previously brought by earlier prophets. Rather, they came to
confirm and renew it.

ISLAM & TERRORISM.

@slam is a religion of mercy and does not permit
terrorism. In the Qur’an, God has said:

“Allah does not forbid you from those who do not fight you
because of religion and do not expel you from your homes—from
being righteous toward them and acting justly toward them. Indeed,
Allah loves those who act justly.” {Surat AI-Mumtahinah (Chapter
60), Verse 8}

In addition, Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) once
listed murder as the second of the major sins, and he warned that the
first cases to be adjudicated between people on the Day of Judgment
will be those of bloodshed. Muslims are even encouraged to be
kind to animals and are forbidden to hurt them.  Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) once said: “A woman was
punished because she imprisoned a cat until it died. On account of
this, she was doomed to Hell. While she imprisoned it, she did not
give the cat food or drink, nor did she free it to eat the insects of the
earth.”
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WOMEN IN ISLAM.

@slam sees a woman, whether single or married, as an

individual in her own right, with the right to own and dispose of her
property and earnings without any guardianship over her (whether
that be her father, husband, or anyone else). She has the right to buy
and sell, give gifts and charity, and spend her money as she pleases.
A marriage dowry is given by the groom to the bride for her own
personal use, and she keeps her own family name rather than taking
her husband’s name.

Islam encourages the husband to treat his wife well.
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: “The best among
you are those who are best to their wives.”

Within Islam, mothers are also highly honored. Islam
recommends treating them in the best way. A man once came to
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and said, “O Messenger
of God, who among the people is the most worthy of my good
companionship?” The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, “Your
mother.” The man said, “Then who?” The Prophet (peace be upon
him) said, “Then your mother.” The man further asked, “Then
who?” The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, “Then your mother.”
The man asked again, “Then who?” The Prophet (peace be upon
him) said, “Then your father.”
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HOW TO BECOME A MUSLIM.

Qﬁimply by saying with conviction, “La ilaha illa

Allah, Muhammadur rasoolu Allah,” you convert to Islam and
become a Muslim. This saying means “there is no god but God
(Allah), and Muhammad is the Messenger of God.” The first part,
i.e., “there is no god but God,” means that none has the right to be
worshipped but God alone and that God has neither partner nor son.
To be a Muslim, you must also believe that the glorious Qur’an is
the literal and revealed word of God and that the Day of Judgment is
true and will come as promised in the Qur’an. Further, as a
Muslim, you must believe in and accept Islam as your religion and
way of life. Still further, you must not worship anything or anyone
except Allah. Upon entering Islam, you have just added yourself to
a family of over 1.5 billion Muslims all over the world. These
fellow Muslims become your brothers and sisters in faith and
consequently are obliged to support, comfort, and love you for the
sake of Allah.
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Surah 1 Al-Fatiha Part 1

) A A

Fatihah-1

1) In the name of Allah,® the Entirely Merciful, the Especially
Merciful®

2) [Al] praise is [due] to Allah, Lord® of the worlds —

3) The Entirely Merciful, The Especially Merciful,

4) Sovereign of the Day of Recompense.®

5) 1tis You we worship and You we ask for help.

6) Guide us to the straight path —

7) The path of those upon whom You have bestowed favor, not of
those who have evoked [Your] anger or of those who are astray.

(1) Al-Fatiha: The Opening (of the Qur’an). Note: Surah titles are not an integral part of the Qur’an. A
distinguishing word in a particular surah or a word defining its subject matter often became a common
means of identification among the Prophet’s companions and later scholars. Although some names, such
as al-Fatihah, were used by the Prophet (42) in reference to a particular surah, they were not specifically
designated by him as titles.

(2) Allah is a proper name belonging only to the one Almighty God, Creator and Sustainer of the
heavens and the earth and all that is within them , the Eternal and Absolute, to whom alone all worship is
due.

(3)Ar-Rahman and ar-Raheem are two names of Allah derived from the word “rahmah” (mercy). In
Arabic grammar both are intensive forms of “merciful” (i.e. extremely merciful). A complimentary and
comprehensive meaning is intended by using both together.

Rahman is used only to describe Allah , while raheem might be used to describe a person
as well. The Prophet (#2) was described in the Qur’an as raheem. Rahman is above the human level
(intensely merciful). Since one usually understands intensity to be something of short duration, Allah
describes Himself also as raheem (i.e. continually merciful).

Rahman carries also a wider meaning — merciful to all creation. Justice is a part of this
mercy. Raheem includes the concept of speciality—especially and specifically merciful to the believers.
Forgiveness is a part of this mercy. (See al-Qurtubi’s al-Jami u li Ahkamil-Qur’an, pp. 103-107.)
(4)When referring to Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala), the Arabic term “rabb” (translated as “Lord”)
includes all of the following meanings: “owner, master, ruler, controller, sustainer, provider, guardian
and caretaker.”

(5)1.e.. repayment and compensation for whatever was earned of good or evil during life on this earth.

( 1
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Surah 2 Al-Baqgarah Part 1

1)
2

3)
4)

5
)

7)
8

Bagarah-2©

In the name of Allah, the Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful

Alif, Lam, Meem.’

This is the Book about which there is no doubt, a guidance for
those conscious of Allah® —

Who believe in the unseen, establish prayer®, and spend out of
what We™® have provided for them,

And who believe in what has been revealed to you, [O
Muhammad], and what was revealed before you, and of the
Hereafter they are certain [in faith].

Those are upon [right] guidance from their Lord, and it is those
who are the successful.

Indeed, those who disbelieve® — it is all the same for them
whether you warn them or do not warn them — they will not
believe.

Allah has set a seal upon their hearts and upon their hearing, and
over their vision is a veil'2. And for them is a great punishment.
And of the people are some who say, "We believe in Allah and
the Last Day," but they are not believers.

(6)Al-Bagarah: The Cow. The name is taken from the story in verses 67-73.

" These are among the fourteen opening letters which occur in various combinations at the beginning of
twenty-nine surahs in the Qur’an. Although there has been much speculation as to their meaning, it was
not, in fact, revealed by Allah to anyone and is known only to Him.

8 Literally, “those who have tagwa” i.e., who have piety, righteousness, fear and love of Allah, and who
take great care to avoid His displeasure.

° At its proper times and according to its specific conditions.

%1t is to be noted that the reference of Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) to Himself as “We” in many
Qur’anic verses is necessary understood in the Arabic language to denote grandeur and power, as, as
opposed to the more intimate singular form “I” used in specific instances.

™ Literally, “cover” or “conceal” (faith or truth).
*2 A covering preventing them from discerning guidance. This condition is a direct result of their
arrogance and persistence in sin.
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9) They [think to] deceive Allah and those who believe, but they
deceive not except themselves and perceive [it] not.

10) In their hearts is disease, so Allah has increased their disease;"
and for them is a painful punishment because they [habitually]
used to lie.

11) And when it is said to them, "Do not cause corruption on the
earth," they say, "We are but reformers."”

12) Unquestionably, it is they who are the corrupters, but they
perceive [it] not.

13)And when it is said to them, "Believe as the people have
believed," they say, "Should we believe as the foolish have
believed?" Unquestionably, it is they who are the foolish, but
they know [it] not.

14) And when they meet those who believe, they say, "We believe™;
but when they are alone with their evil ones, they say, "Indeed,
we are with you; we were only mockers.”

15) [But] Allah mocks them and prolongs them in their transgression
[while] they wander blindly.

16) Those are the ones who have purchased error [in exchange] for
guidance, so their transaction has brought no profit, nor were
they guided.

17) Their example is that of one who kindled a fire, but when it
illuminated what was around him, Allah took away their light
and left them in darkness [so] they could not see.

18) Deaf, dumb and blind — so they will not return [to the right path].

19) Or [it is] like a rainstorm from the sky within which is darkness,
thunder and lightning. They put their fingers in their ears
against the thunderclaps in dread of death. But Allah is
encompassing™ of the disbelievers.

'3 The “disease” mentioned here includes doubt, hypocrisy, arrogance and disbelief.

** Allah states in the Qur’an that He has certain attributes such as hearing, sight, hands, face, mercy,
anger, coming, encompassing, being above the Throne, etc. Yet, He has disassociated Himself from the
limitations of human attributes or human imagination. Correct Islamic belief requires faith in the
existence of these attributes as Allah has described them without applying to them any allegorical

( 1
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20) The lightning almost snatches away their sight. Every time it
lights [the way] for them, they walk therein; but when darkness
comes over them, they stand [still]. And if Allah had willed, He
could have taken away their hearing and their sight. Indeed,
Allah is over all things competent [in power and ability].

21) O mankind, worship your Lord, who created you and those
before you, that you may become righteous —

22) [He] who made for you the earth a bed [spread out] and the sky a
ceiling and sent down from the sky, rain and brought forth
thereby fruits as provision for you. So do not attribute to Allah
equals while you know [that there is nothing similar to Him].

23) And if you are in doubt about what We have sent down [i.e., the
Qur'an] upon Our Servant [i.e., Prophet Muhammad (%&)], then
produce a surah the like thereof and call upon your witnesses
[i.e., supporters] other than Allah, if you should be truthful.

24) But if you do not — and you will never be able to — then fear the
Fire, whose fuel is men and stones, prepared for the disbelievers.

25)And give good tidings to those who believe and do righteous
deeds that they will have gardens [in Paradise] beneath which
rivers flow. Whenever they are provided with a provision of
fruit therefrom, they will say, "This is what we were provided
with before." And it is given to them in likeness. And they will
have therein purified spouses, and they will abide with therein
eternally.

26) Indeed, Allah is not timid to present an example — that of a
mosquito or what is smaller than it. And those who have
believed know that it is the truth from their Lord. But as for
those who disbelieve, they say, "What did Allah intend by this as
an example?" He misleads many thereby and guides many
thereby. And He misleads not except the defiantly disobedient,

meanings or attempting to explain how a certain quality could be (while this is known only to Allah) and
without comparing them to creation or denying that He (subhanahu wa ta-ala) would have such a
quality. His attributes are befitting to Him alone, and “There is nothing like unto Him.” (42:11)
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27)Who break the covenant of Allah after contracting it and sever
that which Allah has ordered to be joined and cause corruption
on earth. It is those who are the losers.

28) How can you disbelieve in Allah when you were lifeless and He
brought you to life; then He will cause you to die, then He will
bring you [back] to life, and then to Him you will be returned.

29) It is He who created for you all of that which is on the earth.
Then He directed Himself™® to the heaven, [His being above all
creation], and made them seven heavens, and He is Knowing of
all things.

30)And [mention, O Muhammad]*®, when your Lord said to the
angels. "Indeed, | will make upon the earth a successive
authority."*" They said, "Will You place upon it one who causes
corruption therein and sheds blood, while we declare Your
praise and sanctify You?" He [Allah] said, "Indeed, | know that
which you do not know."

31) And He taught Adam the names — all of them. Then He showed
them to the angels and said, "Inform Me of the names of these, if
you are truthful."

32) They said, "Exalted are You; we have no knowledge except
what You have taught us. Indeed, it is You who is the Knowing,
the Wise."

33)He said, "O Adam, inform them of their names.” And when he
had informed them of their names, He said, "Did | not tell you
that 1 know the unseen [aspects] of the heavens and the earth?
And | know what you reveal and what you have concealed.”

34) And [mention] when We said to the angels, "Prostrate before
Adam"; so they prostrated, except for Iblees.® He refused and
was arrogant and became of the disbelievers.

' See footnote to 2:19

6 Allah orders His Prophet () to relate what follows to the people.

*7 Khalifah: successor, or generations of man, one following another.

'8 The proper name of Satan, who was not an angel but from the jinn, as stated in 18:50. Done in
obedience to Allah, this prostration was one of respect, not worship.

( 1
1 40 )




Surah 2 Al-Baqgarah Part 1

35) And We said, "O Adam, dwell, you and your wife, in Paradise
and eat therefrom in [ease and] abundance from wherever you
will. But do not approach this tree, lest you be among the
wrongdoers."

36)But Satan cause them to slip out of it and removed them from
that [condition] in which they had been. And We said, "Go
down, [all of you], as enemies to one another, and you will have
upon the earth a place of settlement and provision for a time."

37)Then Adam received from his Lord [some] words,” and He
accepted his repentance. Indeed, it is He who is the Accepting
of repentance, the Merciful.

38)We said, "Go down from it, all of you. And when guidance
comes to you from Me, whoever follows My guidance — there
will be no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve.

39) And those who dishelieve and deny Our signs — those will be
companions of the Fire; they will abide therein eternally.”

40) O Children of Israel, remember My favor which I have bestowed
upon you and fulfill My covenant [upon you] that I will fulfill
your covenant [from Me], and be afraid of [only] Me.

41) And believe in what | have sent down confirming that which is
[already] with you, and be not the first to disbelieve in it. And
do not exchange My signs for a small price, and fear [only] Me.

42) And do not mix the truth with falsehood or conceal the truth
while you know [it].

43) And establish prayer and give zakah® and bow with those who
bow [in worship and obedience].

44) Do you order righteousness of the people and forget® yourselves
while you recite the Scripture? Then will you not reason?

% Allah taught Adam words of repentance that would be accepted to Him.

 An annual expenditure for the benefit of the Islamic community required of those Muslims who have
excess wealth. Prayer and zakah are among the pillars of Islam.

2 Make exceptions of.

( 1
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45) And seek help through patience and prayer, and indeed, it is
difficult except for the humbly submissive [to Allah]

46) Who are certain that they will meet their Lord and that they will
return to Him.

47) O Children of Israel, remember My favor that | have bestowed
upon you and that | preferred you over the worlds [i.e., peoples].

48) And fear a Day when no soul will suffice for another soul® at
all, nor will intercession be accepted from it, nor will
compensation be taken from it, nor will they be aided.

49) And [recall] when We saved you [i.e., your forefathers] from the
people of Pharach, who afflicted you with the worst torment,
slaughtering your sons and keeping your women alive. And in
that was a great trial from your Lord.

50) And [recall] when We parted the sea for you and saved you and
drowned the people of Pharaoh while you were looking on.

51) And [recall] when We made an appointment with Moses for
forty nights. Then you took [for worship] the calf after him [i.e.,
his departure], while you were wrongdoers.

52)Then We forgave you after that so perhaps you would be
grateful.

53) And [recall] when We gave Moses the Scripture and criterion®
that perhaps you would be guided.

54) And [recall] when Moses said to his people, "O my people,
indeed you have wronged yourselves by your taking of the calf
[for worship]. So repent to your Creator and kill yourselves [i.e.,
the guilty among you]. That is best for [all of] you in the sight
of your Creator.” Then He accepted your repentance; indeed, He
is the Accepting of repentance, the Merciful.

55)And [recall] when you said, "O Moses, we will never believe
you until we see Allah outright™; so the thunderbolt took you
while you were looking on.

% j.e., fulfill what is due from it
% Differentiating between truth and falsehood. “The Scripture and criterion” refers to the Torah.
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56) Then We revived you after your death that perhaps you would be
grateful.

57)And We shaded you with clouds and sent down to you manna
and quails, [saying], "Eat from the good things with which We
have provided you." And they wronged Us not — but they were
[only] wronging themselves.

58) And [recall] when We said, “Enter this city [i.e., Jerusalem] and
eat from it wherever you will in [ease and] abundance, and enter
the gate bowing humbly?** and say, 'Relieve us of our burdens
[i.e., sins]." We will [then] forgive your sins for you, and We
will increase the doers of good [in goodness and reward]."

59)But those who wronged changed [those words] to a statement
other than that which had been said to them, so We sent down
upon those who wronged a punishment [i.e., plague] from the
sky because they were defiantly disobeying.

60) And [recall] when Moses prayed for water for his people, so We
said, "Strike with your staff the stone.” And there gushed forth
from it twelve springs, and every people [i.e., tribe] knew its
watering place. "Eat and drink from the provision of Allah, and
do not commit abuse on the earth, spreading corruption.”

61) And [recall] when you said, "O Moses, we can never endure one
[kind of] food. So call upon your Lord to bring forth for us from
the earth its green herbs and its cucumbers and its garlic and its
lentils and its onions." [Moses] said, "Would you exchange
what is better for what is less? Go into [any] settlement and
indeed, you will have what you have asked.” And they were
covered with humiliation and poverty and returned with anger
from Allah [upon them]. That was because they [repeatedly]
disbelieved in the signs of Allah and killed the prophets without
right. That was because they disobeyed and were [habitually]
transgressing.

 In gratitude to Allah and admission of sin.
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62) Indeed, those who believed and those who were Jews or
Christians or Sabeans [before Prophet Muhammad ()] — those
[among them] who believed in Allah and the Last Day and did
righteousness — will have their reward with their Lord, and no
fear will there be concerning them, nor will they grieve.”

63) And [recall] when We took your covenant, [O Children of Israel,
to abide by the Torah] and We raised over you the mount,
[saying], "Take what We have given you with determination and
remember what is in it that perhaps you may become righteous."

64) Then you turned away after that. And if not for the favor of
Allah upon you and His mercy, you would have been among the
losers.

65)And you had already known about those who transgressed
among you concerning the Sabbath, and We said to them, "Be
apes, despised.”

66) And We made it a deterrent punishment for those who were
present and those who succeeded [them] and a lesson for those
who fear Allah.

67) And [recall] when Moses said to his people, "Indeed, Allah
commands you to slaughter a cow." They said, "Do you take us
in ridicule?" He said, "I seek refuge in Allah from being among
the ignorant.”

68) They said, "Call upon your Lord to make clear to us what it is."
[Moses] said, "[Allah] says, 'It is a cow which is neither old nor
virgin, but median between that’ so do what you are
commanded.”

69) They said, "Call upon your Lord to show us what is her color.”
He said, "He says, 'It is a yellow cow, bright in color — pleasing
to the observers.' "

% After the coming of the Prophet Muhammad () no religion other that Islam is acceptable to Allah, as
stated in 3:85.
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70) They said, "Call upon your Lord to make clear to us what it is.
Indeed, [all] cows look alike to us. And indeed we, if Allah
wills, will be guided."”

71) He said, "He says, "It is a cow neither trained to plow the earth
nor to irrigate the field, one free from fault with no spot upon
her.'" They said, “Now you have come with the truth." So they
slaughtered her, but they could hardly do it.

72) And [recall] when you slew a man and disputed® over it, but
Allah was to bring out that which you were concealing.

73) So We said, "Strike him [i.e., the slain man] with part of it [i.e.,
the cow]."?” Thus does Allah bring the dead to life, and He
shows you His signs that you might reason.

74) Then your hearts became hardened after that, being like stones
or even harder. For indeed, there are stones from which rivers
burst forth, and there are some of them that split open and water
comes out, and there are some of them that fall down for fear of
Allah. And Allah is not unaware of what you do.

75) Do you covet [the hope, O believers], that they would believe for
you while a party of them used to hear the words of Allah and
then distort it [i.e., the Torah] after they had understood it while
they were knowing?

76) And when they meet those who believe, they say, "We have
believed"; but when they are alone with one another, they say,
"Do you talk to them about what Allah has revealed to you so
they can argue with you about it before your Lord?" Then will
you not reason?

77)But do they not know that Allah knows what they conceal and
what they declare?

78) And among them are unlettered ones who do not know the
Scripture except [indulgement in] wishful thinking, but they are
only assuming.

% je., exchanged accusations and denials.
#" Thereupon, Allah restored life to the man, who informed them of his murderer.
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79)So woe® to those who write the “scripture” with their own
hands, then say, "This is from Allah," in order to exchange it for
a small price. Woe to them for what their hands have written
and woe to them for what they earn.

80) And they say, “Never will the fire touch us, except for [a few]
numbered days." Say, "Have you taken a covenant with Allah?
For Allah will never break His covenant. Or do you say about
Allah that which you do not know?"

81)Yes, [on the contrary], whoever earns evil and his sin has
encompassed him — those are the companions of the Fire, they
will abide therein eternally.

82)But they who believe and do righteous deeds — those are the
companions of Paradise; they will abide therein eternally.

83) And [recall] when We took the covenant from the Children of
Israel, [enjoining upon them], "Do not worship except Allah;
and to parents do good and to relatives, orphans, and the needy.
And speak to people good [words] and establish prayer and give
zakah." Then you turned away, except a few of you, and you
were refusing.

84) And [recall] when We took your covenant, [saying], "Do not
shed your [i.e., each other's] blood or evict one another from
your homes." Then you acknowledged [this] while you were
witnessing.

85) Then, you are those [same ones who are] killing one another and
evicting a party of your people from their homes, cooperating
against them in sin and aggression. And if they come to you as
captives, you ransom them, although their eviction was
forbidden to you. So do you believe in part of the Scripture and
disbelieve in part? Then what is the recompense for those who
do that among you except disgrace in worldly life; and on the

% j.e., death and destruction.
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Day of Resurrection they will be sent back to the severest of
punishment. And Allah is not unaware of what you do.

86) Those are the ones who have bought the life of this world [in
exchange] for the Hereafter, so the punishment will not be
lightened for them, nor will they be aided.

87) And We did certainly give Moses the Scripture [i.e., the Torah]
and followed up after him with messengers. And We gave
Jesus, the son of Mary, clear proofs and supported him with the
Pure Spirit [i.e., the angel Gabriel]. But is it [not] that every
time a messenger came to you, [O Children of Israel], with what
your souls did not desire, you were arrogant? And a party [of
messengers] you denied and another party you killed.

88) And they said, "Our hearts are wrapped."®® But, [in fact], Allah
has cursed them for their disbelief, so little is it that they believe.

89) And when there came to them a Book [i.e., the Quran] from
Allah confirming that which was with them — although before
they used to pray for victory against those who disbelieved — but
[then] when there came to them that which they recognized, they
disbelieved in it; so the curse of Allah will be upon the
disbelievers.

90) How wretched is that for which they sold themselves — that they
would disbelieve in what Allah has revealed through [their]
outrage that Allah would send down His favor upon whom He
wills from among His servants. So they returned having
[earned] wrath upon wrath. And for the disbelievers is a
humiliating punishment.

91) And when it is said to them, "Believe in what Allah has
revealed,” they say, "We believe [only] in what was revealed to
us." And they disbelieve in what came after it, while it is the
truth confirming that which is with them. Say, "Then why did

» Covered or sealed against reception of Allah’s word.

( 1
1 47 )




Surah 2 Al-Baqgarah Part 1

you kill the prophets of Allah before, if you are [indeed]
believers?"

92) And Moses had certainly brought you clear proofs. Then you
took the calf [in worship] after that, while you were wrongdoers.

93) And [recall] when We took your covenant and raised over you
the mount, [saying], "Take what We have given you with
determination and listen." They said [instead], "We hear and
disobey." And their hearts absorbed [the worship of] the calf
because of their disbelief. Say, "How wretched is that which
your faith enjoins upon you, if you should be believers."

94) Say, [O Muhammad], "If the home of the Hereafter with Allah is
for you alone and not the [other] people, then wish for death, if
you should be truthful.

95) But they will never wish for it, ever, because of what their hands
have put forth. And Allah is Knowing of the wrongdoers.

96) And you will surely find them the most greedy of people for life
— [even] more than those who associate others with Allah. One
of them wishes that he could be granted life a thousand years,
but it would not remove him in the least from the [coming]
punishment that he should be granted life. And Allah is Seeing
of what they do.

97) Say, "Whoever is an enemy to Gabriel — it is [none but] he who
has brought it [i.e., the Qur'an] down upon your heart, [O
Muhammad], by permission of Allah, confirming that which was
before it and as guidance and good tidings for the believers."

98) Whoever is an enemy to Allah and His angels and His
messengers and Gabriel and Michael — then indeed, Allah is an
enemy to the disbelievers.

99) And We have certainly revealed to you verses [which are] clear
proofs, and no one would deny them except the defiantly
disobedient.

100) Is it not [true] that every time they took a covenant a party of
them threw it away? But, [in fact], most of them do not believe.
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101) And when a messenger from Allah came to them confirming
that which was with them, a party of those who had been given
the Scripture threw the Scripture of Allah [i.e., the Torah] behind
their backs if they did not know [what it contained].

102) And they followed [instead] what the devils had recited during
the reign of Solomon. It was not Solomon who disbelieved, but
the devils disbelieved, teaching people magic and that which
was revealed to the two angels at Babylon, Harut and Marut.
But they [i.e., the two angels] do not teach anyone unless they
say, "We are a trial. So do not disbelieve [by practicing
magic]."® And [yet] they learn from them that by which they
cause separation between a man and his wife. But they do not
harm anyone through it except by permission of Allah. And
they [i.e., people] learn what harms them and does not benefit
them. But they [i.e., the Children of Israel] certainly knew that
whoever purchased it [i.e., magic] would not have in the
Hereafter any share. And wretched is that for which they sold
themselves, if they only knew.

103) And if they had believed and feared Allah, then the reward
from Allah would have been [far] better, if they only knew.

104) O you who have believed, say not [to Allah's Messenger],
"Ra'ina" but say, "Unthurna"®* and listen. And for the
disbelievers is a painful punishment.

105) Neither those who disbelieve from the People of the Scripture
[i.e., the Jews and Christian] nor the polytheists wish that any
good should be sent down to you from your Lord. But Allah
selects for His mercy whom He wills, and Allah is the possessor
of great bounty.

% They warn people against the misuse of what they have learned.

® The word “ra’ina” in Arabic literally means “consider us,” i.e., give us time to hear you and listen to
us. The Jews used to use the same word with the meaning of an insult. Therefore, the believers were
ordered to avoid this expression and use instead the word “unthurna,” i.e., “wait for us [so that we may
understand].”
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106) We do not abrogate a verse or cause it to be forgotten except
that We bring forth [one] better than it or similar to it. Do you
not know that Allah is Over All things competent?

107) Do you not know that to Allah belongs the dominion of the
heavens and the earth and [that ] you have not besides Allah any
protector or any helper?

108) Or do you intend to ask® your Messenger as Moses was asked
before? And whoever exchanges faith for disbelief has certainly
strayed from the soundness of the way.

109) Many of the People of the Scripture wish they could turn you
back to disbelief after you have believed, out of envy from
themselves [even] after the truth has become clear to them. So
pardon and overlook until Allah delivers His command. Indeed,
Allah is over All things competent.

110) And establish prayer and give zakah, and whatever good you
put forward for yourselves— you will find it with Allah. Indeed,
Allah of what you do, is Seeing.

111) And they say, "None will enter Paradise except one who is a
Jew or a Christian." That is [merely] their wishful thinking. Say,
"Produce your proof, if you should be truthful."

112) Yes, [on the contrary], whoever submits his face [i.e., self] in
Islam to Allah while being a doer of good will have his reward
with his Lord. And no fear will there be concerning them, nor
will they grieve.

113) The Jews say "The Christians have nothing [true] to stand on,"
and the Christians say, “The Jews have nothing to stand on,"
although they [both] recite the Scripture. Thus do those who
know not [i.e., the polytheists] speak the same as their words.
But Allah will judge between them on the Day of Resurrection
concerning that over which they used to differ.

% j.e., persistently question or, as in the case of the disbelievers , demand a miracle of the Prophet ().
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114) And who are more unjust than those who prevent the name of
Allah from being mentioned [i.e., praised] in His mosques and
strive toward their destruction. It is not for them to enter them
except in fear. For them in this world is disgrace, and they will
have in the Hereafter a great punishment.

115) And to Allah belongs the east and the west. So wherever you
[might] turn, there is the Face® of Allah. Indeed, Allah is all-
Encompassing and Knowing.

116) They say, "Allah has taken a son." Exalted is He!* Rather, to
Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and the earth. All are
devoutly obedient to Him,

117) Originator of the heavens and the earth. When He decrees a
matter, He only says to it, "Be,” and it is.

118) Those who do not know say, “Why does Allah not speak to us
or there come to us a sign?” Thus spoke those before them like
their words. Their hearts resemble each other. We have shown
clearly the signs to a people who are certain [in faith].

119) Indeed, We have sent you, [O Muhammad], with the truth as a
bringer of good tidings and a warner, and you will not be asked
about the companions of Hellfire.

120) And never will the Jews and the Christians approve of you
until you follow their religion. Say, “Indeed, the guidance of
Allah is the [only] guidance." If you were to follow their desires
after what has come to you of knowledge, you would have
against Allah no protector or helper.

121) Those to whom We have given the Book recite it with its true
recital.®*® They [are the ones who] believe in it. And whoever
disbelieves in it — it is they who are the losers.

122) O Children of Israel, remember My favor which | have
bestowed upon you and that I preferred you over the worlds.

% See footnote to 2:19
# Subhanahu means “far exalted is He above all they attribute to Him.”
%i.e, applying its teachings to their lives.
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123) And fear a Day when no soul will suffice for another soul® at
all, and no compensation will be accepted from it, nor will any
intercession benefit it, nor will they be aided.

124) And [mention, O Muhammad], when Abraham was tried by
his Lord with words [i.e., commands] and he fulfilled them.
[Allah] said, "Indeed, | will make you a leader for the people."
[Abraham] said. "And of my descendants?" [Allah] said, “My
covenant does not include the wrongdoers."

125) And [mention] when We made the House [i.e., the Ka'bah'] a
place of return for the people and [a place of] security. And take,
[O believers], from the standing place of Abraham a place of
prayer. And We charged Abraham and Ishmael, [saying],
“Purify My House for those who perform tawaf°’ and those who
are staying [there] for worship and those who bow and prostrate
[in prayer].”

126) And [mention] when Abraham said, "My Lord, make this a
secure city and provide its people with fruits — whoever of them
believes in Allah and the Last Day."” [Allah] said. "And whoever
disbelieves —I will grant him enjoyment for a little; then I will
force him to the punishment of the Fire, and wretched is the
destination."

127) And [mention] when Abraham was raising the foundations of
the House and [with him] Ishmael, [saying], "Our Lord, accept
[this] from us. Indeed You are the Hearing, the Knowing.

128) Our Lord, and make us Muslims [in submission] to You and
from our descendants a Muslim nation [in submission] to You.
And show us our rites [of hajj and 'umrah] and accept our
repentance. Indeed, You are the Accepting of repentance, the
Merciful.

129) Our Lord, and send among them a messenger from themselves
who will recite to them Your verses and teach them the Book

% See footnote to 2:48.
# A form of worship particular to the Ka hah consisting of going around it in circuits.
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and wisdom and purify them. Indeed, You are the Exalted in
Might, the Wise.

130) And who would be averse to the religion of Abraham except
one who makes a fool of himself. And We had chosen him in
this world, and indeed he, in the Hereafter, will be among the
righteous.

131) When his Lord said to him, "Submit”, he said "I have
submitted [in Islam]® to the Lord of the worlds."

132) And Abraham instructed his sons [to do the same] and [so did]
Jacob, [saying], "O my sons, indeed Allah has chosen for you
this religion, so do not die except while you are Muslims."

133) Or were you witnesses when death approached Jacob, when he
said to his sons, "What will you worship after me?" They said,
"We will worship your God and the God of your fathers,
Abraham and Ishmael and lIsaac — one God.** And we are
Muslims [in submission] to Him."

134) That was a nation which has passed on. It will have [the
consequence of] what it earned, and you will have what you
have earned. And you will not be asked about what they used to
do.

135) They say, "Be Jews or Christians [so] you will be guided."
Say, "Rather, [we follow] the religion of Abraham, inclining
toward truth, and he was not of the polytheists."“

136) Say, [O believers], "We have believed in Allah and what has
been revealed to us and what has been revealed to Abraham and
Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob and the Descendants [al-Asbat]*
and what was given to Moses and Jesus and what was given to

% The meaning of the word “Islam” is “submission to the will of Allah.” This is the way of life ordained
by Allah and taught by all of the prophets from Adam to Muhammad. A Muslim is one who submits
himself to Allah.

* Allah (subhanahu wa ta-ala) alone.

“ Those who associate others with Allah in worship.

“! The twelve tribes of Israel descended from Jacob.
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the prophets from their Lord. We make no distinction between
any of them, and we are Muslims [in submission] to Him."

137) So if they believe in the same as you believe in, then they have
been [rightly] guided; but if they turn away, they are only in
dissension, and Allah will be sufficient for you against them.
And He is the Hearing, the Knowing.

138) [And say, "Ours is] the religion of Allah. And who is better
than Allah in [ordaining] religion? And we are worshippers of
Him."

139) Say, [O Muhammad], "Do you argue with us about Allah
while He is our Lord and your Lord? For us are our deeds, and
for you are your deeds. And we are sincere [in deed and
intention] to Him."

140) Or do you say that Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob
and the Descendants were Jews or Christians? Say, "Are you
more knowing or is Allah?" And who is more unjust than one
who conceals a testimony*? he has from Allah? And Allah is not
unaware of what you do.

141) That is a nation which has passed on. It will have [the
consequence of] what it earned, and you will have what you
have earned. And you will not be asked about what they used to
do.

142) The foolish among the people will say, "What has turned them
away from their giblah,”® which they used to face?"* Say, “To
Allah belongs the east and the west. He guides whom He wills to
a straight path."”

143) And thus we have made you a median [i.e., just] community
that you will be witnesses over the people and the Messenger

2 Statements in previous scriptures attesting to the nature of Allah’s religion (Islam) and the coming of
Prophet Muhammad ().

“ The direction faced in prayer.

“ Prior to the command (in verse 144) that the Prophet (#) and his followers turn toward the Ka hah in
Makkah for prayer , they had been facing Jerusalem to the north. The implications of this change are
mentioned in succeeding verses.

( 1
1 74 )




Surah 2 Al-Baqgarah Part 2

will be a witness over you. And We did not make the giblah
which you used to face except that We might make evident who
would follow the messenger from who would turn back on his
heels. And indeed, it is difficult except for those whom Allah has
guided. And never would Allah have caused you to lose your
faith [i.e., your previous prayers]. Indeed Allah is, to the people,
Kind and Merciful.

144) We have certainly seen the turning of your face, [O
Muhammad], toward the heaven, and We will surely turn you to
a giblah with which you will be pleased. So turn your face [i.e.,
yourself] toward al-Masjid al-Haram.”> And wherever you
[believers] are, turn your faces [i.e., yourselves] toward it [in
prayer]. Indeed, those who have been given the Scripture [i.e.,
the Jews and the Christians] will know that it is the truth from
their Lord. And Allah is not unaware of what they do.

145) And if you brought to those who were given the Scripture
every sign, they would not follow your giblah. Nor will you be a
follower of their giblah. Nor would they be followers of one
another's giblah. So if you were to follow their desires after what
has come to you of knowledge, indeed, you would then be
among the wrongdoers.

146) Those to whom We gave the Scripture know him [i.e., Prophet
Muhammad (#)] as they know their own sons. But indeed, a
party of them conceal the truth while they know [it].

147) The truth is from your Lord, so never be among the doubters.

148) For each [religious following] is a [prayer] direction toward
which it faces. So race to [all that is] good. Wherever you may
be, Allah will bring you forth [for judgment] all together.
Indeed, Allah is over all things competent.

“ The Sacred Mosque in Makkah containing the Ka bah.
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149) So from wherever you go out [for prayer, O Muhammad] turn
your face toward al-Masjid al-Haram, and indeed, it is the truth
from your Lord. And Allah is not Unaware of what you do.

150) And from wherever you go out [for prayer], turn your face
toward al-Masjid al-Haram. And wherever you [believers] may
be, turn your faces toward it in order that the people will not
have any argument against you, except for those of them who
commit wrong; so fear them not but fear Me. And [it is] so | may
complete My favor upon you and that you may be guided.

151) Just as We have sent among you a messenger from yourselves
reciting to you Our verses and purifying you and teaching you
the Book and wisdom*® and teaching you that which you did not
know.

152) So remember Me; | will remember you. And be grateful to Me
and do not deny Me.

153) O you who have believed, seek help through patience and
prayer. Indeed, Allah is with the patient.

154) 154.And do not say about those who are killed in the way of
Allah, "They are dead." Rather, they are alive, but you perceive
[it] not.

155) And we will surely test you with something of fear and hunger
and a loss of wealth and lives and fruits, but give good tidings to
the patient,

156) Who, when disaster strikes them, say, "Indeed we belong to
Allah, and indeed to Him we will return.”

157) Those are the ones upon whom are blessings from their Lord
and mercy. And it is those who are the [rightly] guided.

158) Indeed, as-Safa and al-Marwah are among the symbols*’ of
Allah. So whoever makes hajj [pilgrimage] to the House or
performs 'umrah — there is no blame upon him for walking

“ The wisdom taught by the Prophet () is his sunnah.
“7 Places designated for the rites of hajj and ‘umrah.
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between them.*® And whoever volunteers good — then indeed,
Allah is Appreciative and Knowing.

159) Indeed, those who conceal what We sent down of clear proofs
and guidance after We made it clear for the people in the
Scripture — those are cursed by Allah and cursed by those who
curse,*

160) Except for those who repent and correct themselves and make
evident [what they concealed]. Those — | will accept their
repentance, and | am the Accepting of repentance, the Merciful.

161) Indeed, those who disbelieve and die while they are
disbelievers — upon them will be the curse of Allah and of the
angels and the people, all together,

162) Abiding eternally therein. The punishment will not be
lightened for them, nor will they be reprieved.

163) And your god is one God. There is no deity [worthy of
worship] except Him, the Entirely Merciful, the Especially
Merciful.

164) Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the
alternation of the night and the day, and the [great] ships which
sail through the sea with that which benefits people, and what
Allah has sent down from the heavens of rain, giving life thereby
to the earth after its lifelessness and dispersing therein every
[kind of] moving creature, and [His] directing of the winds and
the clouds controlled between the heaven and the earth are signs
for a people who use reason.

165) And [yet], among the people are those who take other than
Allah as equals [to Him]. They love them as they [should] love
Allah. But those who believe are stronger in love for Allah. And
if only they who have wronged would consider [that] when they

“® Some believers had previously feared that this might be a pagan practice, so Allah confirms that sa’i is
among the rites of His religion.
“ From among the angels and the believers.
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see the punishment, [they will be certain] that all power belongs
to Allah and that Allah is severe in punishment.

166) [And they should consider that] when those who have been
followed disassociate themselves from those who followed
[them], and they [all] see the punishment, and cut off from them
are the ties [of relationship],

167) Those who followed will say, "If only we had another turn [at
worldly life] so we could disassociate ourselves from them as
they have disassociated themselves from us." Thus will Allah
show them their deeds as regrets upon them. And they are never
to emerge from the Fire.

168) O mankind, eat from whatever is on earth [that is] lawful and
good and do not follow the footsteps of Satan. Indeed, he is to
you a clear enemy.

169) He only orders you to evil and immorality and to say about
Allah what you do not know.

170) And when it is said to them, "Follow what Allah has revealed,"
they say, "Rather, we will follow that which we found our
fathers doing." Even though their fathers understood nothing,
nor were they guided?

171) The example of those who disbelieve is like of that one who
shouts at what hears nothing but calls and cries [i.e., cattle or
sheep] — deaf, dumb and blind, so they do not understand.

172) O you who have believed, eat from the good [i.e., lawful]
things which We have provided for you and be grateful to Allah
if it is [indeed] Him that you worship.

173) He has only forbidden to you dead animals®, blood, the flesh
of swine, and that which has been dedicated to other than Allah.
But whoever is forced [by necessity], neither desiring [it] nor
transgressing [its limit], there is no sin upon him. Indeed, Allah
is Forgiving and Merciful.

% Those not slaughtered or hunted expressly for food.
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174) Indeed, they who conceal what Allah has sent down of the
Book and exchange it for a small price — those consume not into
their bellies except the Fire. And Allah will not speak to them on
the Day of Resurrection, nor will He purify them. And they will
have a painful punishment.

175) Those are the ones who have exchanged guidance for error and
forgiveness for punishment. How patient they are for [i.e., in
pursuit of] the Fire!

176) That is [deserved by them] because Allah has sent down the
Book in truth. And indeed, those who differ over the Book are in
extreme dissension.

177) Righteousness is not that you turn your faces toward the east or
the west, but [true[ righteousness is [in] one who believes in
Allah, the Last Day, the angels, the Book, and the prophets and
gives wealth, in spite of love for it, to relatives, orphans, the
needy, the traveler, those who ask [for help], and for freeing
slaves; [and who] establishes prayer and gives zakah; [those
who] fulfill their promise when they promise; and [those who]
are patient in poverty and hardship and during battle. Those are
the ones who have been true, and it is those who are the
righteous.

178) O you who have believed, prescribed for you is legal
retribution for those murdered — the free for the free, the slave
for the slave, and the female for the female.>® But whoever
overlooks from his brother [i.e., the killer] anything,>* then there
should be a suitable follow-up and payment to him. [i.e., the
deceased's heir or legal representative] with good conduct. This
is an alleviation from your Lord and a mercy. But whoever
transgresses after that> will have a painful punishment.

*! No one else should be executed in place of the killer.
52 By accepting compensation payment rather than execution
5 After acceptance of compensation.
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179) And there is for you in legal retribution [saving of] life, O you
[people] of understanding, that you may become righteous.

180) Prescribed for you when death approaches [any] one of you if
he leaves wealth [is that he should make] a bequest for the
parents and near relatives according to what is reasonable — a
duty upon the righteous.>

181) Then whoever alters it [i.e., the bequest] after he has heard it —
the sin is only upon those who have altered it. Indeed, Allah is
Hearing and Knowing.

182) But if one fears from the bequeather [some] error or sin and
corrects that which is between them [i.e., the concerned parties],
there is no sin upon him. Indeed. Allah is Forgiving and
Merciful.

183) O you who have believed, decreed upon you is fasting as it
was decreed upon those before you that you may become
righteous —

184) Fasting for] a limited number of days. So whoever among you
is ill or on a journey [during them] — then an equal number of
days [are to be made up]. And upon those who are able [to fast,
but with hardship] — a ransom [as substitute] of feeding a poor
person [each day]. And whoever volunteers good [i.e., excess] —
it is better for him. But to fast is best for you, if you only knew.

185) The month of Ramadhan [is that] in which was revealed the
Qu'ran, a guidance for the people and clear proofs of guidance
and criterion. So whoever sights [the new moon of] the month,
let him fast it; and whoever is ill or on a journey — then an equal
number of other days. Allah intends for you ease and does not
intend for you hardship and [wants] for you to complete the
period and to magnify Allah for that [to] which He has guided
you; and perhaps you will be grateful.

* This ruling was abrogated by the revelation in Surah an-Nisa stipulating obligatory shares for parents
and close relatives. Those who do not inherit by law may be remembered in a bequest. See 4:11:12.
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186) And when My servants ask you, [O Muhammad], concerning
Me- indeed | am near. | respond to the invocation of the
supplicant when he calls upon Me. So let them respond to me
[by obedience] and believe in Me that they may be [rightly]
guided.

187) It has been made permissible for you the night preceding
fasting to go to your women [for sexual relations]. They are
clothing for you and you are clothing for them. Allah knows that
you used to deceive yourselves,® so He accepted your
repentance and forgave you. So now, have relations with them
and seek that which Allah has decreed for you [ i.e., offspring].
And eat and drink until the white thread of dawn becomes
distinct to you from the black thread [of night]. Then complete
the fast until the night [i.e., sunset]. And do not have relations
with them as long as you are staying for worship in the mosques.
These are the limits of Allah, so do not approach them. Thus
does Allah make clear His verses [i.e., ordinances] to the people
that they may become righteous.

188) And do not consume one another's wealth unjustly® or send it
[in bribery] to the rulers in order that [they might aid] you [to]
consume a portion of the wealth of the people in sin, while you
know [it is unlawful].

189) They ask you, [O Muhammad], about the new moons. Say,
"They are measurements of time for the people and for haji
[pilgrimage].” And it is not righteousness to enter houses from
the back, but righteousness is [in] one who fears Allah. And
enter houses from their doors. And fear Allah that you may
succeed.

190) Fight in the way of Allah those who fight you but do not
commit aggression. Indeed. Allah does not like aggressors.

% Prior to this revelation, marital relations were unlawful during nights preceding fasting. Some were
unable to refrain and secretly disobeyed, but they did not deceive Allah
% j.e., under false pretense.
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191) And kill them wherever you overtake them and expel them
from wherever they have expelled you, and fitnah®” is worse
than killing. And do not fight them at al-Masjid al-Haram until
they fight you there. But if they fight you, then kill them. Such is
the recompense of the disbelievers.

192) And if they cease, then indeed, Allah is Forgiving and
Merciful.

193) Fight them until there is no [more] fitnah®® and [until] religion
[i.e., worship] is [acknowledged to be] for Allah. But if they
cease, then there is to be no aggression [i.e., assault] except
against their oppressors.

194) [Fighting in] the sacred month is for [aggression committed in]
the sacred month> and for [all] violations is legal retribution. So
whoever has assaulted you then assault him in the same way that
he has assaulted you. And fear Allah and know that Allah is
with those who fear Him.

195) And spend in the way of Allah and do not throw [yourselves]
with your [own] hands into destruction [by refraining]. And do
good; indeed, Allah loves the doers of good.

196) And complete the haji and ‘'umrah for Allah. But if you are
prevented, then [offer] what can be obtained with ease of
sacrificial animals. And do not shave your heads until the
sacrificial animal has reached its place of slaughter. And
whoever among you is ill or has an ailment of the head [making
shaving necessary must offer] a ransom of fasting [three days] or
charity® or sacrifice,™ And when you are secure,®’ then
whoever performs ‘umrah [during the hajj months]®® followed by

*” Disbelief and its imposition on others.

% Among the meanings of fitnah are disbelief, discord, dissension, civil strife, persecution, oppression,
injustice, seduction, trial and torment.

% The sacred months are Dhul-Qa’dah, Dhul-Hijjah, Muharram and Rajab.

% Feeding six needy persons.

5! The slaughter of a sheep.

52 Under normal conditions, i.e., are not prevented.

% The months of Shawwal, Dhul-Qa’dah and Dhul-Hijjah.
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hajj [offers] what can be obtained with ease of sacrificial
animals. And whoever cannot find [or afford such an animal] —
then a fast of three days during hajj and of seven when you have
returned [home]. Those are ten complete [days]. This is for those
whose family is not in the area of al-Masjid al-Haram. And fear
Allah and know that Allah is severe in penalty.

197) Hajj is [during] well-known months,* so whoever has made
hajj obligatory upon himself therein [by entering the state of
ihram], there is [to be for him] no sexual relations and no
disobedience and no disputing during hajj. And whatever good
you do — Allah knows it. And take provisions, but indeed, the
best provision is fear of Allah. And fear Me, O you of
understanding.

198) There is no blame upon you for seeking bounty® from your
Lord [during haji]. But when you depart from 'Arafat, remember
Allah at al-Mashar al-Haram.”® And remember Him. As He has
guided you, for indeed, you were before that among those astray.

199) Then depart from the place from where [all] the people depart
and ask forgiveness of Allah. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and
Merciful.

200) And when you have completed your rites, remember Allah like
your [previous] remembrance of your fathers or with [much]
greater remembrance. And among the people is he who says,
"Our Lord, give us in this world," and he will have in Hereafter
no share.

201) But among them is he who says, "Our Lord, give us in this
world [that which is] good and in the Hereafter [that which is]
good and protect us from the punishment of the Fire."

202) Those will have a share of what they have earned, and Allah is
swift in account.

% See previous footnote.
% .., profit from trade or business.
% Which is in Muzdalifah.
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203) And remember Allah during [specific] numbered days. Then
whoever hastens [his departure] in two days — there is no sin
upon him; and whoever delays [until the third] — there is no sin
upon him — for him who fears Allah. And fear Allah and know
that unto Him you will be gathered.

204) And of the people is he whose speech pleases you in worldly
life, and he calls Allah to witness as to what is in his heart, yet
he is the fiercest of opponents.

205) And when he goes away, he strives throughout the land to
cause corruption therein and destroy crops and animals. And
Allah does not like corruption.

206) And when it is said to him, "Fear Allah," pride in the sin takes
hold of him. Sufficient for him is Hellfire, and how wretched is
the resting place.

207) And of the people is he who sells himself, seeking means to
the approval of Allah. And Allah is Kind to [His] servants.

208) O you who have believed, enter into Islam completely [and
perfectly] and do not follow the footsteps of Satan. Indeed, he is
to you a clear enemy.

209) But if you slip [i.e., deviate] after clear proofs have come to
you, then know that Allah is Exalted in Might and Wise.

210) Do they await but that Allah should come to them in covers of
clouds and the angels [as well] and the matter is [then] decided?
And to Allah [all] matters are returned.

211) Ask the Children of Israel how many a sign of evidence We
have given them. And whoever exchanges the favor of Allah
[for disbelief] after it has come to him — then indeed, Allah is
severe in penalty.

212) Beautified for those who disbelieve is the life of this world,
and they ridicule those who believe. But those who fear Allah
are above them on the Day of Resurrection. And Allah gives
provision to whom He wills without account.
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213) Mankind was [of] one religions [before their deviation]; then
Allah sent the prophets as bringers of good tidings and warners
and sent down with them the Scripture in truth to judge between
the people concerning that in which they differed. And none
differed over it [i.e., the Scripture] except those who were given
it — after the clear proofs came to them — out of jealous
animosity among themselves. And Allah guided those who
believed to the truth concerning that over which they had
differed, by His permission. And Allah guides whom He wills
to a straight path.

214) Or do you think that you will enter Paradise while such [trial]
has not yet come to you as came to those who passed on before
you? They were touched by poverty and hardship and were
shaken until [even their] messenger and those who believed with
him said,” When is the help of Allah?" Unquestionably, the help
of Allah is near.

215) They ask you, [ O Muhammad], what they should spend. Say,
"Whatever you spend of good is [to be] for parents and relatives
and orphans and the needy and the traveler. And whatever you
do of good — indeed, Allah is Knowing of it."

216) Fighting has been enjoined upon while it is hateful to you. But
perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you
know not.

217) They ask you about the sacred month®” — about fighting
therein.  Say, "Fighting therein is great [sin], but averting
[people] from the way of Allah and disbelief in Him and
[preventing access to] al-Masjid al-Haram and the expulsion of
its people therefrom are greater [evil] in the sight of Allah. And
fitnah® is greater than killing." And they will continue to fight
you until they turn you back from your religion if they are able.

57 See footnote to 2:194
% See footnote to 2:193
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And whoever of you reverts from his religion [to disbelief] and
dies while he is a disbeliever — for those, their deeds have
become worthless in this world and the Hereafter, and those are
the companions of the Fire, they will abide therein eternally.

218) Indeed, those who have believed and those who have
emigrated and fought in the cause of Allah — those expect the
mercy of Allah. And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.

219) They ask you about wine®® and gambling. Say, "In them is
great sin and [yet, some] benefit for people. But their sin is
greater than their benefit." And they ask you what they should
spend. Say, "The excess [beyond needs]." Thus Allah makes
clear to you the verses [of revelation] that you might give
thought

220) To this world and Hereafter. And they ask you about orphans.
Say, "Improvement for them is best. And if you associate with
them — they are your brothers. And Allah knows the corrupter
from the amender. And if Allah had willed, He could have put
you in difficulty. Indeed, Allah is Exalted in Might and Wise.

221) And do not marry polytheistic women until they believe.’
And a believing slave woman is better than a polytheist, even
though she might please you. And do not marry polytheistic
men [to your women] until they believe. And a believing slave
is better than a polytheist, even though he might please you.
Those invite [you] to the Fire, but Allah invites to Paradise and
to forgiveness, by His permission. And He makes clear His
verses [i.e., ordinances] to the people that perhaps they may
remember.

222) And they ask you about menstruation. Say, "It is harm, so
keep away from women’ during menstruation. And do not
approach them until they are pure. And when they have purified

0

% The word “khamr” (wine) includes all intoxicants. The final prohibition is given in 5:91.
" j.e., worship and obey Allah alone
™ i.e., refrain from sexual intercourse.
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themselves,”? then come to them from where Allah has ordained
for you. Indeed, Allah loves those who are constantly repentant
and loves those who purify themselves."

223) Your women are a place of cultivation [ i.e., sowing of seed]
for you, so come to your place of cultivation however you wish
and put forth [righteousness] for yourselves. And fear Allah and
know that you will meet Him. And give good tidings to the
believers.

224) And do not make [your oath by] Allah an excuse against being
righteous and fearing Allah and making peace among people.
And Allah is Hearing and Knowing.

225) Allah does not impose blame upon you for what is
unintentional in your oaths, but He imposes blame upon you for
what your hearts have earned. And Allah is Forgiving and
Forbearing.

226) For those who swear not to have sexual relations with their
wives” is a waiting time of four months, but if they return [to
normal relations] — then indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.

227) And if they decide on divorce — then indeed, Allah is Hearing
and Merciful.

228) Divorced women remain in waiting [i.e., do not remarry] for
three periods,” and it is not lawful for them to conceal what
Allah has created in their wombs if they believe in Allah and the
Last Day. And their husbands have more right to take them back
in this [period] if they want reconciliation.”” And due to them
[i.e., the wives] is similar to what is expected of them, according
to what is reasonable.”® But the men have a degree over them

" By taking a complete bath (ghusl).

™ Without divorcing them. By such an oath the woman is deprived of her right in marriage but is not free
to marry another. She may not be kept in such a condition beyond the four-month limit.

™ Either menstrual periods or periods of purity between menstruation. See also 65:1-7.

™ The husband may return her to himself during the ‘iddah period of a first and second divorce without a
new marriage contract.

" The wife has specific rights upon her husband , just as the husband has rights upon her.
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[in responsibility and authority]. And Allah is Exalted in Might
and Wise.

229) Divorce is twice. Then [after that], either keep [her] in a
reasonable manner or release [her] with good treatment. And it
is not lawful for you to take what you have given them unless
both fear that they will not be able to keep [within] the limits of
Allah.”” But if you fear that they will not keep [within] the
limits of Allah, then there is no blame upon either of them
concerning that by which she ransoms herself. These are the
limits of Allah, so do not transgress them. And whoever
transgresses the limits of Allah — it is those who are the
wrongdoers [i.e., the unjust].

230) And if he has divorced her [for the third time], then she is not
lawful to him afterward until [after] she marries a husband other
than him.”® And if he [i.e., the second husband]divorces her,
there is no blame upon them [i.e., the woman and her first
husband] if they return to each other if they think that they can
keep to the limits of Allah. These are the limits of Allah, which
He makes clear to a people who know [i.e., understand].

231) And when you divorce women and they have fulfilled their
term, either keep them according to reasonable terms or release
them according to reasonable terms , and do not keep them,
intending harm, to transgress [against them]. And whoever does
that has certainly wronged himself. And do not take the verses
of Allah in jest. And remember the favor of Allah upon you and
what has been revealed to you of the Book [i.e., the Qur'an] and
wisdom [i.e., the Prophet's sunnah] by which He instructs you.
And fear Allah and know that Allah is Knowing of all things.

" i.e., deal fairly with each other..

" With the intention of permanence, not merely in order to return to the previous husband.
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232) And when you divorce women™ and they have fulfilled their
term, do not prevent them from remarrying their husbands if
they [i.e., all parties] agree among themselves on a reasonable
basis. That is instructed to whoever of you believes in Allah and
the Last Day. That is better for you and purer, and Allah knows
and you know not.

233) Mothers may nurse [i.e., breastfeed] their children two
complete years for whoever wishes to complete the nursing
[period]. Upon the father is their [i.e., the mothers'] provision
and their clothing according to what is reasonable. No person is
charged with more than his capacity. No mother should be
harmed through her child, and no father through his child. And
upon the [father's] heir is [ a duty] like that [of the father]. And
if they both desire weaning through mutual consent from both of
them and consultation, there is no blame upon either of them.
And if you wish to have your children nursed by a substitute,
there is no blame upon you as long as you give payment
according to what is reasonable. And fear Allah and know that
Allah is Seeing of what you do.

234) And those who are taken in death among you and leave wives
behind — they, [the wives, shall] wait four months and ten [days].
And when they have fulfilled their term, then there is no blame
upon you for what they do with themselves in an acceptable
manner.* And Allah is [fully] Acquainted with what you do.

235) 235.There is no blame upon you for that to which you
[indirectly] allude concerning a proposal to women or for what
you conceal within yourselves. Allah knows that you are going
to remember them. But do not promise them secretly except for
saying a proper saying. And do not determine to undertake a
marriage contract until the decreed period® reaches its end. And

™ For the first and second time.
% They may remarry if they wish.
® The ‘iddah (bereavement period) after the death of a husband.
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know that Allah knows what is within yourselves, so beware of
Him. And know that Allah is Forgiving and Forbearing.

236) There is no blame upon you if you divorce women you have
not touched® or specified for them an obligation.?* But give
them [a gift of] compensation — the wealthy according to his
capability and the poor according to his capability — a provision
according to what is reasonable, a duty upon the doers of good.

237) And if you divorce them before you have touched them and
you have already specified for them an obligation, then [give]
half of what you specified — unless they forego the right or the
one in whose hand is the marriage contract foregoes it. And to
forego it is nearer to righteousness. And do not forget
graciousness between you. Indeed Allah, of whatever you do, is
Seeing.

238) Maintain with care the [obligatory] prayers and [in particular]
the middle [i.e., ‘asr] prayer and stand before Allah, devoutly
obedient.

239) And if you fear [an enemy, then pray], on foot or riding. But
when you are secure, then remember Allah [in prayer], as He has
taught you that which you did not [previously] know.

240) And those who are taken in death among you and leave wives
behind — for their wives is a bequest: maintenance for one year
without turning [them] out. But if they leave [of their own
accord], then there is no blame upon you for what they do with
themselves in an acceptable way.®* And Allah is Exalted in
Might and Wise.

241) And for divorced women is maintenance according to what is
acceptable — a duty upon the righteous.

242) Thus does Allah make clear to you His verses [i.e., laws] that
you might use reason.

® The marriage has not been consumated.
& Required bridal gift (mahr).
® This ruling was abrogated by that later revealed in 2:234.
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243) Have you not considered those who left their homes in many
thousands, fearing death? Allah said to them, "Die"; then He
restored them to life. And Allah is full of bounty to the people,
but most of the people do not show gratitude.

244) And fight in the cause of Allah and know that Allah is Hearing
and Knowing.

245) Who is it that would loan Allah a goodly loan so He may
multiply it for him many times over? And it is Allah who
withholds and grants abundance, and to Him you will be
returned.

246) Have you not considered the assembly of the Children of Israel
after [the time of] Moses when they said to a prophet of theirs,
"Send to us a king, and we will fight in the way of Allah"? He
said, "Would you perhaps refrain from fighting if fighting was
prescribed for you?" They said, "And why should we not fight
in the cause of Allah when we have been driven out from our
homes and from our children?" But when fighting was
prescribed for them, they turned away, except for a few of them.
And Allah is Knowing of the wrongdoers.

247) And their prophet said to them, "Indeed, Allah has sent to you
Saul as a king." They said, "How can he have kingship over us
while we are more worthy of kingship than him and he has not
been given any measure of wealth?" He said, "Indeed, Allah has
chosen him over you and has increased him abundantly in
knowledge and stature. And Allah gives His sovereignty to
whom He wills. And Allah is all-Encompassing [in favor] and
Knowing."

248) And their prophet said to them, "Indeed, a sign of his kingship
is that the chest will come to you in which is assurance® from
your Lord and a remnant of what the family of Moses and the

% Signs giving reassurance.
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family of Aaron had left, carried by the angels. Indeed in that is
a sign for you, if you are believers."

249) And when Saul went forth with the soldiers, he said, “Indeed,
Allah will be testing you with a river. So whoever drinks from it
is not of me, and whoever does not taste it is indeed of me,
excepting one who takes [from it] in the hallow of his hand."
But they drank from it, except a [very] few of them. Then when
he had crossed it along with those who believed with him, they
said, "There is no power for us today against Goliath and his
soldiers." But those who were certain that they would meet
Allah said, "How many a small company has overcome a large
company by permission of Allah. And Allah is with the
patient.”

250) And when they went forth to [face] Goliath and his soldiers,
they said, "Our Lord, pour upon us patience and plant firmly our
feet and give us victory over the disbelieving people.”

251) So they defeated them by permission of Allah, and David
killed Goliath, and Allah gave him the kingship and wisdom
[i.e., prophet hood] and taught him from that which He willed.
And if it were not for Allah checking [some] people by means of
others, the earth would have been corrupted, but Allah is full of
bounty to the worlds.

252) These are the verses of Allah which We recite to you, [O
Muhammad], in truth. And indeed, you are from among the
messengers.




Surah 2 Al-Baqgarah Part 3

253) Those messengers — some of them We caused to exceed others.
Among them were those to whom Allah spoke, and He raised
some of them in degree. And We gave Jesus, the Son of Mary,
clear proofs, and We supported him with the Pure Spirit [i.e.,
Gabriel]. If Allah had willed, those [generations] succeeding
them would not have fought each other after the clear proofs had
come to them. But they differed, and some of them believed and
some of them disbelieved. And if Allah had willed, they would
not fought each other, but Allah does what He intends.

254) O you who have believed, spend from that which We have
provided for you before there comes a Day in which there is no
exchange [i.e., ransom] and no friendship and no intercession.
And the disbelievers — they are the wrongdoers.

255) Allah — there is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living, the
Sustainer of [all] existence. Neither drowsiness overtakes Him
nor sleep. To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and
whatever is on the earth. Who is it that can intercede with Him
except by His permission? He knows what is [presently] before
them and what will be after them,® and they encompass not a
thing of His knowledge except for what He wills. His Kursi®
extends over the heavens and the earth, and their preservation
tires Him not. And He is the Most High, the Most Great.

256) There shall be no compulsion in [acceptance of] the religion.
The right course has become clear from error. So whoever
disbelieves in taghut®® and believes in Allah has grasped the
most trustworthy handhold with no break in it. And Allah is
Hearing and Knowing.

257) Allah is the ally® of those who believe. He brings them out
from darknessess into the light. And those who disbelieve —

% Allah’s knowledge encompasses every aspect of His creations in the past, present and future.

¥ Chair or footstool. It is not to be confused with al-‘4rsh (the Throne), which is infinitely higher and
greater than al-Kursi.

® False objects of worship, such as idols, heavenly bodies, spirits, human beings, etc.

% j.e., patron and supporter.
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their allies are taghut. They take them out of the light into
darknesses.®® Those are the companions of the Fire; they will
abide eternally therein.

258) Have you not considered the one who argued with Abraham

about his Lord [merely] because Allah had given him kingship?
When Abraham said, "My Lord is the one who gives life and
causes death," he said, "I give life and cause death." Abraham
said, "Indeed, Allah brings up the sun from the east, so bring it
up from the west." So the disbeliever was overwhelmed [by
astonishment], and Allah does not guide the wrongdoing people.

259) Or [consider such an example] as the one who passed by a

township which had fallen into ruin. He said, "How will Allah
bring this to life after its death?" So Allah caused him to die for
a hundred years; then He revived him. He said, "How long have
you remained?” He [the man] said, "I have remained a day or
part of a day." He said, "Rather, you have remained one
hundred years. Look at your food and your drink; it has not
changed with time. And look at your donkey; and We will make
you a sign for the people. And look at the bones [of this donkey]
— how We raise them and then We cover them with flesh." And
when it became clear to him, he said, "I know that Allah is over
all things competent."”

260) And [mention] when Abraham said, "My Lord, show me how

You give life to the dead." [Allah] said, "Have you not
believed?" He said, "Yes, but [I ask] only that my heart may be
satisfied.” [Allah] said, "Take four birds and commit them to
yourself.™ Then [after slaughtering them] put on each hill a
portion of them; then call them — they will come [flying] to you
in haste. And know that Allah is Exalted in Might and Wise."

% The light of truth is one, while the darknesses of disbelief, doubt and error are many.

91 ¢

i.e., train them to come to you on command.
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261) The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of
Allah is like a seed [of grain] which grows seven spikes; in each
spike is a hundred grains. And Allah multiplies [His reward] for
whom He wills. And Allah is all-Encompassing and Knowing.

262) Those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah and then do
not follow up what they have spent with reminders [of it] or
[other] injury will have their reward with their Lord, and there
will be no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve.

263) Kind speech and forgiveness are better than charity followed
by injury. And Allah is Free of need and Forbearing.

264) O you who have believed, do not invalidate your charities with
reminders [of it] or injury as does one who spends his wealth
[only] to be seen by the people and does not believe in Allah and
the Last Day. His example is like that of a [large] smooth stone
upon which is dust and is hit by a downpour that leaves it bare.
They are unable [to keep] anything of what they have earned.
And Allah does not guide the disbelieving people.

265) And the example of those who spend their wealth seeking
means to the approval of Allah and assuring [reward for]
themselves is like a garden on high grounds which is hit by a
downpour — so it yields its fruits in double. And [even] if it is
not hit by a downpour, then a drizzle [is sufficient]. And Allah,
of what you do, is Seeing.

266) Would one of you like to have a garden of palm trees and
grapevines underneath which rivers flow in which he has every
fruit? But he is afflicted with old age and has weak [i.e.,
immature] offspring, and it is hit by a whirlwind containing fire
and is burned. Thus does Allah make clear to you [His] verses
that you might give thought.

267) O you who have believed, spend from the good things which
you have earned and from that which We have produced for you
from the earth. And do not aim toward the defective therefrom,
spending [from that] while you would not take it [yourself]
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except with closed eyes. And know that Allah is Free of need
and Praiseworthy.

268) Satan threatens you with poverty and orders you to immorality,
while Allah promises you forgiveness from Him and bounty.
And Allah is all-Encompassing and Knowing.

269) He gives wisdom® to whom He wills, and whoever has been
given wisdom has certainly been given much good. And none
will remember except those of understanding.

270) And whatever you spend of expenditures or make of vows,
indeed, Allah knows of it. And for the wrongdoers there are no
helpers.

271) If you disclose your charitable expenditures, they are good; but
if you conceal them and give them to the poor, it is better for
you, and He will remove from you some of your misdeeds
[thereby]. And Allah, with what you do, is [fully] Acquainted.

272) Not upon you, [O Muhammad], is [responsibility for] their
guidance, but Allah guides whom He wills. And whatever good
you [believers] spend is for yourselves, and you do not spend
except seeking the countenance of Allah. And whatever you
spend of good™® — it will be fully repaid to you, and you will not
be wronged.

273) [Charity is] for the poor who have been restricted for the cause
of Allah, unable to move about in the land. An ignorant [person]
would think them self-sufficient because of their restraint, but
you will know them by their [characteristic] sign. They do not
ask people persistently [or at all]. And whatever you spend of
good — indeed, Allah is Knowing of it.

274) Those who spend their wealth [in Allah's way] by night and by
day, secretly and publicly — they will have their reward with
their Lord. And no fear will there be concerning them, nor will
they grieve.

% The knowledge and understanding of the religion and of the Qur’an.
% j.e., wealth, property, resources, time, effort, etc.
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275) Those who consume interest* cannot stand [on the Day of
Resurrection] except as one stands who is being beaten by Satan
into insanity. That is because they say, "Trade is [just] like
interest." But Allah has permitted trade and has forbidden
interest. So whoever has received an admonition from his Lord
and desists may have what is past, and his affair rests with Allah.
But whoever returns to [dealing in interest or usury] — those are
the companions of the Fire; they will abide eternally therein.

276) Allah destroys interest and gives increase for charities. And
Allah does not like every sinning disbeliever.

277) Indeed, those who believe and do righteous deeds and establish
prayer and give zakah will have their reward with their Lord,
and there will be no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve.

278) O you who have believed, fear Allah and give up what remains
[due to you] of interest, if you should be believers.

279) And if you do not, then be informed of a war [against you]
from Allah and His Messenger. But if you repent, you may have
your capital — [thus] you do no wrong, nor are you wronged.

280) And if someone is in hardship, then [let there be]
postponement until [a time] ease. But if you give [from your
right as] charity, then it is better for you, if you only knew.

281) And fear a Day when you will be returned to Allah. Then
every soul will be compensated for what it earned, and they will
not be wronged [i.e., treated unjustly].

282) O you who have believed, when you contract a debt for a
specified term, write it down. And let a scribe write [it] between
you in justice. Let no scribe refuse to write as Allah has taught
him. So let him write and let the one who has the obligation
[i.e., the debtor] dictate. And let him fear Allah, his Lord, and
not leave anything out of it. But if the one who has the
obligation is of limited understanding or weak or unable to

* Including all types of usury.
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dictate himself, then let his guardian dictate in justice. And
bring to witness two witnesses from among your men. And if
there are not two men [available] then a man and two women
from those whom you accept as witnesses — so that if one of
them [i.e., the women] errs, then the other can remind her. And
let not the witnesses refuse when they are called upon. And do
not be [too] weary to write it, whether it is small or large, for its
[specified] term. That is more just in the sight of Allah and stronger
as evidence and more likely to prevent doubt between you, except
when it is an immediate transaction which you conduct among
yourselves. For [then] there is no blame upon you if you do not
write it. And take witnesses when you conclude a contract. Let no
scribe be harmed or any witness. For if you do so, indeed, it is
[grave] disobedience in you. And fear Allah. And Allah teaches
you. And Allah is Knowing of all things.

283) And if you are on a journey and cannot find a scribe, then a
security deposit [should be] taken. And if one of you entrusts
another, then let him who is entrusted discharge his trust [faithfully]
and let him fear Allah, his Lord. And do not conceal testimony, for
whoever conceals it — his heart is indeed sinful, and Allah is
Knowing of what you do.

284) To Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in
the earth. Whether you show what is within yourselves or conceal it,
Allah will bring you to account for it. Then He will forgive whom He
wills and punish whom He wills, and Allah is over all things competent.

285) The Messenger has believed in what was revealed to him from his
Lord, and [so have] the believers. All of them have believed in
Allah and His angels and His books and His messengers, [saying],
"We make no distinction between any of His messengers." And
they say, "We hear and we obey. [We seek] Your forgiveness, our
Lord, and to You is the [final] destination.”

286) Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity,
It will have [the consequence of] what [good] it has gained, and it
will bear [the consequence of] what [evil] it has earned. "Our Lord,
do not impose blame upon us if we have forgotten or erred. Our
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Lord, and lay not upon us a burden like that which You laid upon
those before us. Our Lord, and burden us not with that which we
have no ability to bear. And pardon us; and forgive us; and have
mercy upon us. You are our protector, so give us victory over the
disbelieving people."®

% Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) concludes this surah by directing His servants how to supplicate Him,
just as He taught them in Surah al-Fatihah how to praise Him and ask for guidance.
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Al-‘Imran-3-

In the name of Allah, the Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful

1) Alif, Lam, Meem.”’

2) Allah — there is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living, the
Sustainer of existence.

3) He has sent down upon you, [O Muhammad], the Book in truth,
confirming what was before it. And He revealed the Torah and
the Gospel.

4) Before, as guidance for the people. And He revealed the
Criterion [i.e., the Quran]. Indeed, those who disbelieve in the
verses of Allah will have a severe punishment, and Allah is
Exalted in Might, the Owner of Retribution.

5) Indeed, from Allah nothing is hidden in the earth nor in the
heaven.

6) It is He who forms you in the wombs however He wills. There
is no deity except Him, the Exalted in Might, the Wise.

7) Itis He who has sent down to you, [O Muhammad], the Book; in
it are verses which are precise — they are the foundation of the
Book — and others unspecific.®® As for those in whose hearts is
deviation [from truth], they will follow that of it which is
unspecific, seeking discord and seeking an interpretation
[suitable to them]. And no one knows its [true] interpretation
except Allah. But those firm in knowledge say, "We believe in
it. All [of it] is from our Lord." And no one will be reminded
except those of understanding.

% Ali Imran: The Family of ‘Imran.

%" See footnote to 2:1

(98)Those which are stated in such a way that they are open to more than one interpretation or whose
meaning is known only to Allah, such as the opening letters of certain surahs.
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8) [Who say], "Our Lord, let not our hearts deviate after You have
guided us and grant us from Yourself mercy. Indeed, You are
the Bestower.

9) Our Lord, surely You will gather the people for a Day about
which there is no doubt. Indeed, Allah does not fail in His
promise."

10) Indeed, those who disbelieve — never will their wealth or their
children avail them against Allah at all. And it is they who are
fuel for the Fire.

11) [Theirs is] like the custom of the people of Pharaoh and those
before them. They denied Our signs, so Allah seized them for
their sins. And Allah is severe in penalty.

12)Say to those who disbelieve, "You will be overcome and
gathered together to Hell, and wretched is the resting place."

13) Already there has been for you a sign in the two armies which
met [in combat at Badr] — one fighting in the cause of Allah and
another of disbelievers. They saw them [to be] twice their [own]
number by [their] eyesight.*But Allah supports with His victory
whom He wills. Indeed in that is a lesson for those of vision.

14) Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire — of
women and sons, heaped-up sums of gold and silver, fine
branded horses, and cattle and tilled land. That is the enjoyment
of worldly life, but Allah has with Him the best return [i.e.,
Paradise].

15) Say, "Shall I inform you of [something] better than that? For
those who fear Allah will be gardens in the presence of their
Lord beneath which rivers flow, wherein they abide eternally,
and purified spouses and approval from Allah. And Allah is
Seeing [i.e., aware] of [His] servants —

16) Those who say, "Our Lord, indeed we have believed, so forgive
us our sins and protect us from the punishment of the Fire,"

% The believers saw the disbelievers to be double their own number preceding the battle of Badr, while,
in fact, they were three times their number.

( 1
1 81 )




Surah 3 Ali-Imran Part 3

17) The patient, the true, the obedient, those who spend [in the way
of Allah], and those who seek forgiveness before dawn.

18) Allah witnesses that there is no deity except Him, and [so do] the
angels and those of knowledge — [that He is] maintaining
[creation] in justice. There is no deity except Him, the Exalted
in Might, the Wise.

19) Indeed, the religion in the sight of Allah is Islam. And those
who were given the Scripture did not differ except after
knowledge had come to them — out of jealous animosity between
themselves. And whoever disbelieves in the verses of Allah,
then indeed, Allah is swift in [taking] account.

20) So if they argue with you, say, "I have submitted myself to Allah
[in Islam], and [so have] those who follow me.” And say to
those who were given the Scripture and [to] the unlearned,'®
"Have you submitted yourselves?" And if they submit [in Islam],
they are rightly guided; but if they turn away — then upon you is
only the [duty of] notification. And Allah is Seeing of [His]
servants.

21) Those who disbelieve in the signs of Allah and kill the prophets
without right and kill those who order justice from among the
people — give them tidings of a painful punishment.

22) They are the ones whose deeds have become worthless in this
world and the Hereafter, and for them there will be no helpers.
23) Do you not consider, [O Muhammad], those who were given a
portion of the Scripture? They are invited to the Scripture of
Allah that it should arbitrate between them:*™ then a party of

them turns away, and they are refusing.

24) That is because they say, "Never will the Fire touch us except
for [a few] numbered days," and [because] they were deluded in
their religion by what they were inventing.

1% Those who had no scripture (i.e., the pagans).
19 Referring to the Jews of Madinah who refused to implement the rulings given by Allah in the Torah or
to acknowledge the Prophet (#&), whose coming was mentioned therein.
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25)So how will it be when We assemble them for a Day about
which there is no doubt? And each soul will be compensated [in
full for] what it earned, and they will not be wronged.

26) Say, “O Allah, Owner of Sovereignty, You give sovereignty to
whom You will and You take sovereignty away from whom You
will.  You honor whom You will and You humble whom You
will. In Your hand® is [all] good. Indeed, You are over all
things competent.

27) You cause the night to enter the day, and You cause the day to
enter the night; and You bring the living out of the dead, and
You bring the dead out of the living. And You give provision to
whom You will without account [i.e., limit or measure]."

28) Let not believers take dishelievers as allies [i.e., supporters or
protectors] rather than believers. And whoever [of you] does
that has nothing [i.e., no association] with Allah, except when
taking precaution against them in prudence.'® And Allah warns
you of Himself, and to Allah is the [final] destination.

29) Say, "Whether you conceal what is in your breasts or reveal it,
Allah knows it. And He knows that which is in the heavens and
that which is on the earth. And Allah is over all things competent.

30) The Day every soul will find what it has done of good present
[before it] and what it has done of evil, it will wish that between
itself and that [evil] was a great distance. And Allah warns you
of Himself, and Allah is Kind to [His] servants."”

31) Say,[O Muhammad],”If you should love Allah, then follow me,
[so] Allah will love you and forgive you your sins. And Allah is
Forgiving and Merciful."

32) Say, "Obey Allah and the Messenger.” But if they turn away —
then indeed, Allah does not like the disbelievers.

192 See footnote to 2:19.
1% When fearing harm from an enemy , the believer may pretend as long as his heart and intention are not
affected.
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33) Indeed, Allah chose Adam and Noah and the family of Abraham
and the family of 'Imran over the worlds —

34) Descendants, some of them from others. And Allah is Hearing
and Knowing.

35)[Mention, O Muhammad], when the wife of 'Imran said, "My
Lord, indeed | have pledged to You what is in my womb,
consecrated [for Your service], so accept this from me. Indeed,
You are the Hearing, the Knowing.

36) But when she delivered her, she said, "My Lord, I have delivered
a female." And Allah was most knowing of what she delivered,
and the male is not like the female. "And | have named her
Mary, and | seek refuge for her in You and [for] her descendants
from Satan, the expelled [from the mercy of Allah].”

37)So her Lord accepted her with good acceptance and caused her
to grow in a good manner and put her in the care of Zechariah.
Every time Zechariah entered upon her in the prayer chamber, he
found with her provision. He said, O Mary, from where is this
[coming] to you?" She said, "It is from Allah. Indeed, Allah
provides for whom He wills without account."

38) At that, Zechariah called upon his Lord, saying, "My Lord, grant
me from Yourself a good offspring. Indeed, You are the Hearer
of supplication.

39) So the angels called him while he was standing in prayer in the
chamber, "Indeed, Allah gives you good tidings of John,
confirming a word'® from Allah and [who will be] honorable,
abstaining [from women], and prophet from among the
righteous.”

40) He said, "My Lord, how will I have a boy when | have reached
old age and my wife is barren?" He [the angel] said, "Such is
Allah; He does what He wills."

104 Referring to the Prophet Jesus (upon whom be peace), who was conceived merely by a command from
Allah—the word “Be.”
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41) He said, "My Lord, make for me a sign." He Said, "Your sign is
that you will not [be able to] speak to the people for three days
except by gesture. And remember your Lord much and exalt
[Him with praise] in the evening and the morning."

42) And [mention] when the angels said, "O Mary, indeed Allah has
chosen you and purified you and chosen you above the women
of the worlds.

43) O Mary, be devoutly obedient to your Lord and prostrate and
bow with those bow [in prayer]."

44) That is from the news of the unseen which We reveal to you, [O
Muhammad]. And you were not with them when they cast their
pens'® as to which of them should be responsible for Mary. Nor
were you with them when they disputed.

45)[And mention] when the angels said, "O Mary, indeed Allah
gives you good tidings of a word'® from Him, whose name will
be the Messiah, Jesus, the son of Mary — distinguished in this
world and the Hereafter and among those brought near [to Allah].

46) He will speak to the people in the cradle and in maturity and will
be of the righteous."

47) She said, "My Lord , how will | have a child when no man has
touched me?" [The angel] said, "Such is Allah; He creates what
He wills. When He decrees a matter, He only says to it, 'Be,' and
itis.

48) And He will teach him writing and wisdom'®” and the Torah and
the Gospel.

49) And [make him] a messenger to the Children of Israel, [who will
say], 'Indeed | have come to you with a sign from your Lord in
that | design for you from the clay [that which is] like the form
of a bird, then | breathe into it and it becomes a bird by
permission of Allah. And | cure the blind[from birth] and the

% j.e., threw lots.

1% gee footnote to 3:39.
197 The teaching of the prophets.
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leper, and | give life to the dead — by permission of Allah. And |
inform you of what you eat and what you store in your houses.
Indeed in that is a sign for you, if you are believers.

50) And [l have come] confirming what was before me of the Torah
and to make lawful for you some of what was forbidden to you.
And | have come to you with a sign from your Lord, so fear
Allah and obey me.

51) Indeed, Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so worship Him. That
is the straight path."

52) But when Jesus felt [persistence in] disbelief from them, he said,
"Who are my supporters for [the cause of] Allah?" The disciples
said," We are supporters for Allah. We have believed in Allah
and testify that we are Muslims [ submitting to Him.]

53)O0ur Lord, we have believed in what You revealed and have
followed the messenger [i.e., Jesus], so register us among the
witnesses [to truth].”

54) And they [i.e., the disbelievers] planned, but Allah planned.
And Allah is the best of planners.

55) [Mention] when Allah said, "O Jesus, indeed I will take you and
raise you to Myself and purify [i.e., free] you from those who
disbelieve and make those who follow you [in submission to
Allah alone] superior to those who disbelieve until the Day of
Resurrection. Then to Me is your return, and | will judge
between you concerning that in which you used to differ.

56) And as for those who disbelieved, I will punish them with a
severe punishment in this world and the Hereafter, and they will
have no helpers."

57)But as for those who believed and did righteous deeds, He will
give them in full their rewards, and Allah does not like the
wrongdoers.

58) This is what We recite to you, [O Muhammad], of [Our] verses
and the precise [and wise] message [i.e., the Qur'an].
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59) Indeed, the example of Jesus to Allah'® is like that of Adam.
He created him from dust; then He said to him, "Be," and he
was.

60) The truth is from your Lord, so do not be among the doubters.

61) Then whoever argues with you about it after [this] knowledge
has come to you — say, "Come, let us call our sons and your
sons, our women and your women, ourselves and yourselves,
then supplicate earnestly [together] and invoke the curse of
Allah upon the liars [among us]."

62) Indeed, this is the true narration. And there is no deity except
Allah. And indeed, Allah is the Exalted in Might, the Wise.

63)But if they turn away, then indeed — Allah is Knowing of the
corrupters.

64) Say, “O People of the Scripture, come to a word that is equitable
between us and you — that we will not worship except Allah and
not associate anything with Him and not take one another as
lords instead of Allah."*®® But if they turn away, then say, "Bear
witness that we are Muslims [submitting to Him]."

65) O People of the Scripture, why do you argue about Abraham
while the Torah and the Gospel were not revealed until after
him? Then will you not reason?

66) Here you are — those who have argued about that of which you
have [some] knowledge, but why do you argue about that of
which you have no knowledge? And Allah knows, while you
know not.

67) Abraham was neither a Jew nor a Christian, but he was one
inclining toward truth, a Muslim [submitting to Allah]. And he
was not of the polytheists.**°

68) Indeed, the most worthy among the people of Abraham are those
who followed him [in submission to Allah] and this prophet [i.e.,

1% j e., regarding His creation of him.
1% By obeying another in disobedience to Allah.
% Those who associate others with Allah.
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Muhammad (#2)], and those who believe [in his message]. And
Allah is the protector of the believers.

69) A faction of the People of the Scripture wish they could mislead
you. But they do not mislead except themselves, and they
perceive [it] not.

70) O People of the Scripture, why do you disbelieve in the verses of
Allah *'while you witness [to their truth]?

71) O People of the Scripture, why do you mix [i.e., confuse] the
truth with falsehood and conceal the truth while you know [it]?

72) And a faction of the People of the Scripture say [to each other],
"Believe in that which was revealed to the believers at the
beginning of the day and reject it at its end that perhaps they will
return [i.e., abandon their religion],

73) And do not trust except those who follow your religion.” Say,
“Indeed, the [true] guidance is the guidance of Allah. [Do you
fear] lest someone be given [knowledge] like you were given or
that they would thereby argue with you before your Lord?" Say,
“Indeed, [all] bounty is in the hand'*? of Allah — He grants it to
whom He wills. And Allah is all-Encompassing and Wise.

74) He selects for His mercy whom He wills. And Allah is the
possessor of great bounty.

75) And among the People of the Scripture is he who, if you entrust
him with a great amount [of wealth] , he will return it to you.
And among them is he who, if you entrust him with a [single]
silver coin, he will not return it to you unless you are constantly
standing over him [demanding it]. That is because they say,
“There is no blame upon us concerning the unlearned."*** And
they speak untruth about Allah while they know [it].

76) But yes, whoever fulfills his commitment and fears Allah — then
indeed, Allah loves those who fear Him.

"je., deliberately reject them.

112 gee footnote to 2:19.
3 The Jews do not consider it a sin to cheat or lie to a gentile or a pagan.
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77) Indeed, those who exchange the covenant of Allah and their
[own] oaths for a small price will have no share in the Hereafter,
and Allah will not speak to them or look at them on the Day of
Resurrection, nor will He purify them; and they will have a
painful punishment.

78) And indeed, there is among them a party who alter the Scripture
with their tongues so you may think it is from the Scripture, but
it is not from the Scripture. And they say, "This is from Allah,"
but it is not from Allah. And they speak untruth about Allah
while they know.

79) It is not for a human [prophet]™™* that Allah should give him the
Scripture'™ and authority and prophethood and then he would
say to the people, "Be servants to me rather than Allah,” but
[instead, he would say], "Be pious scholars of the Lord because
of what you have taught of the Scripture and because of what
you have studied.”

80) Nor could he order you to take the angels and prophets as lords.
Would he order you to disbelief after you had been Muslims?

81) And [recall, O People of the Scripture], when Allah took the
covenant of the prophets, [saying], "Whatever | give you of the
Scripture and wisdom and then there comes to you a messenger
confirming what is with you, you [must] believe in him and
support him." [Allah] said, "Have you acknowledged and taken
upon that My commitment."*®  They said, "We have
acknowledged it." He said, "Then bear witness, and | am with
you among the witnesses."

82) And whoever turned away after that — they were the defiantly
disobedient.

4 Or any disbeliever.
5 Or in the case of Prophet Muhammad (), “the Book” (i.e., the Qur’an).

% e., have you accepted this obligation?
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83) So is it other than the religion of Allah they desire; while to Him
have submitted [all] those within the heavens and earth,
willingly or by compulsion, and to Him they will be returned?

84) Say, "We have believed in Allah and in what was revealed to us
and what was revealed to Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, and
the Descendants [al-Asbat], and in what was given to Moses and
Jesus and to the prophets from their Lord. We make no
distinction between any of them, and we are Muslims
[submitting] to Him."

85) And whoever desires other than Islam as religion — never will it
be accepted from him, and he, in the Hereafter, will be among
the losers.

86)How shall Allah guide a people who disbelieved after their
belief and had witnessed that the Messenger is true and clear
signs had come to them? And Allah does not guide the
wrongdoing people.

87) Those — their recompense will be that upon them is the curse of
Allah and the angels and the people, all together,

88)88. Abiding eternally therein. The punishment will not be
lightened for them, nor will they be reprieved.

89) Except for those who repent after that''” and correct themselves.
For indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.

90) Indeed, those who disbelieve [i.e., reject the message] after their
belief and then increase in disbelief — never will their [claimed]
repentance be accepted, and they are the ones astray.

91) Indeed, those who disbelieve and die while they are disbelivers —
never would the [whole] capacity of the earth in gold be
accepted from one of them if he would [seek to] ransom himself
with it. For those there will be a painful punishment, and they
will have no helpers.

7 After their wrongdoing.
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92) Never will you attain the good [reward]**® until you spend [in

the way of Allah] from that which you love. And whatever you
spend — indeed, Allah is Knowing of it.

93) All food was lawful to the Children of Israel except what Israel
[i.e., Jacob] had made unlawful to himself before the Torah was
revealed. Say, [O Muhammad], "So bring the Torah and recite
it, if you should be truthful."

94) And whoever invents about Allah untruth after that — then those
are [truly] the wrongdoers.

95)Say, "Allah has told the truth. So follow the religion of
Abraham, inclining toward truth; and he was not of the
polytheists."™*

96) Indeed, the first House [of worship] established for mankind was
that at Bakkah [i.e., Makkah] — blessed and a guidance for the
worlds.

97)In it are clear signs [such as] the standing place of Abraham.
And whoever enters it [ i.e., the Haram] shall be safe. And [duge]
to Allah from the people is a pilgrimage to the House — for
whoever is able to find thereto a way. But whoever disbelievers
[i.e., refuses] — then indeed, Allah is free from need of the
worlds.*?

98) Say, "O People of the Scripture, why do you disbelieve in the
verses of Allah while Allah is Witness over what you do?"

99) Say, "O People of the Scripture, why do you avert from the way
of Allah those who believe, seeking to make it [seem] crooked,
while you are witnesses [to the truth]? And Allah is not unaware
of what you do."

100) O you who have believed, if you obey a party of those who
were given the Scripture, they would turn you back, after your
belief, [to being] unbelievers.

8 Another meaning is “You will never attain righteousness.”
1% See footnote to 3:67.
120 e has no need for His servants’ worship; it is they who are in need of Him.
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101) And how could you disbelieve while to you are being recited
the verses of Allah and among you is His messenger? And
whoever holds firmly to Allah'® has [indeed] been guided to a
straight path.

102) O you who have believed, fear Allah as He should be feared
and do not die except as Muslims [in submission to Him].

103) And hold firmly to the rope'? of Allah all together and do not
become divided. And remember the favor of Allah upon you —
when you were enemies and He brought your hearts together and
you became, by His favor, brothers. And you were on the edge
of a pit of the Fire, and He saved you from it. Thus does Allah
make clear to you His verses that you may be guided.

104) And let there be [arising] from you a nation inviting to [all that
is] good, enjoining what is right and forbidding what is
wrong,*?* and those will be the successful.

105) And do not be like those who became divided and differed
after the clear proofs had come to them. And they will have a
great punishment.

106) On the Day [some] faces will turn white and [some] faces will
turn black. As for those whose faces turn black. [to them it will
be said], "Did you disbelieve [i.e., reject faith] after your belief?
Then taste the punishment for what you used to reject."”

107) But as for those whose faces will turn white, [they will be]
within the mercy of Allah. They will abide therein eternally.

108) These are the verses of Allah. We recite them to you, [O
Muhammad], in truth; and Allah wants no injustice to the worlds
[i.e., His creatures].

109) To Allah belongs to whatever is in the heavens and whatever is
on the earth. And to Allah will [all] matters be returned.

*2Lj.e., adhering to His ordinances strictly, then trusting in Him and relying upon Him completely.

122 Referring either to His covenant or the Qur’an.
2 According to the laws of Allah.
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110) You are the best nation produced [as an example] for mankind.
You enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong and believe in
Allah. If only the People of the Scripture had believed, it would
have been better for them. Among them are believers, but most
of them are defiantly disobedient.

111) They will not harm you except for [some] annoyance. And if
they fight you, they will show you their backs [i.e., retreat]; then
they will not be aided.

112) They have been put under humiliation [by Allah] wherever
they are overtaken, except for a rope [i.e., covenant] from Allah
and a rope [i.e., treaty] from the people [i.e., the Muslims].***
And they have drawn upon themselves anger from Allah and
have been put under destitution. That is because they disbelieved
in [i.e., rejected] the verses of Allah and killed the prophets
without right. That is because they disobeyed and [habitually]
transgressed.

113) They are not [all] the same; among the People of the Scripture
is a community*® standing [in obedience], reciting the verses of
Allah during periods of the night and prostrating [in prayer]

114) They believe in Allah and the Last day, and they enjoin what is
right and forbid what is wrong and hasten to good deeds. And
those are among the righteous.

115) And whatever good they do -- never will it be removed from
them. And Allah is Knowing of the righteous.

116) Indeed, those who disbelieve — never will their wealth or their
children avail them against Allah at all, and those are the
companions of the Fire; they will abide therein eternally.

117) The example of what they spend in this worldly life is like that
of a wind containing frost which strikes the harvest of a people

24 Once they have surrendered, the People of the Scripture retain their rights and honor (in spite of their
refusal of Islam) through payment of the jizyah tax in place of zakah and military service due from the
Muslims. They are then under the protection of the Islamic state.

125 Of people who accepted Islam.
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who have wronged themselves [i.e., sinned] and destroys it. And
Allah has not wronged them, but they wronged themselves.

118) O you who have believed, do not take as intimates those other
than yourselves [i.e., believers], for they will not spare you [any]
ruin. They wish you would have hardship. Hatred has already
appeared from their mouths, and what their breasts conceal is
greater. We have certainly made clear to you the signs, if you
will use reason.

119) Here you are loving them but they are not loving you, while
you believe in the Scripture — all of it.*® And when they meet
you, they say, "We believe." But when they are alone, they bite
their fingertips at you in rage. Say, "Die in your rage. Indeed,
Allah is Knowing of that within the breasts."”

120) 1If good touches you, it distresses them; but if harm strikes you,
they rejoice at it. And if you are patient and fear Allah, their
plot will not harm you at all. Indeed, Allah is encompassing of
what they do.

121) And [ remember] when you, [O Muhammad], left your family
in the morning to post the believers at their stations for the battle
[of Uhud] — and Allah is Hearing and Knowing —

122) When two parties among you were about to lose courage, but
Allah was their protector; and upon Allah the believers should
rely.

123) And already had Allah given you victory at [ the battle of]
Badr while you were weak [i.e., few in number]. Then fear
Allah; perhaps you will be grateful.

124) [Remember] when you said to the believers, "Is it not
sufficient for you that your Lord should reinforce you with three
thousand angels sent down?

128 That of it revealed by Allah, not what was subsequently altered by men.
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125) Yes, if you remain patient and conscious of Allah and they
[i.e., the enemy] come upon you [attacking] in rage, your Lord
will reinforce you with five thousand angels having marks [of
distinction]

126) And Allah made it not except as [a sign of] good tidings for
you and to reassure your hearts thereby. And victory is not
except from Allah, the Exalted in Might, the Wise —

127) That He might cut down a section of the disbelievers or
suppress them so that they turn back disappointed.

128) Not for you, [O Muhammad, but for Allah], is the decision
whether He should [cut them down] or forgive them or punish
them, for indeed, they are wrongdoers.

129) And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever
is on the earth. He forgives whom He wills and punishes whom
He wills. And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.

130) O you who have believed, do not consume usury, doubled and
multiplied, but fear Allah that you may be successful.

131) And fear the Fire, which has been prepared for the
disbelievers.

132) And obey Allah and the Messenger that you may obtain mercy.

133) And hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and a garden [i.e.,
paradise] as wide as the heavens and earth, prepared for the
righteous.

134) Who spend [in the cause of Allah] during ease and hardship
and who restrain anger and who pardon the people — and Allah
loves the doers of good;

135) And those who, if they commit an immorality or wrong
themselves [by transgression], remember Allah and seek
forgiveness for their sins — and who can forgive sins except
Allah? — and [who] do not persist in what they have done while
they know.
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136) Those — their reward is forgiveness from their Lord and
gardens beneath which rivers flow [in Paradise], wherein they
will abide eternally. Excellent is the reward of the [righteous]
workers.

137) Similar situations [as yours] have passed on before you, so
proceed throughout the earth and observe how was the end of
those who denied.

138) This [Qur'an] is a clear statement to [all] the people and a
guidance and instruction for those conscious of Allah.

139) So do not weaken and do not grieve, and you will be superior
if you are [true] believers.

140) If a wound should touch you — there has already touched the
[opposing] people a wound similar to it. And these days [of
varying conditions] We alternate among the people so that Allah
may make evident those who believe and [may] take to Himself
from among you martyrs — and Allah does not like the
wrongdoers.

141) And that Allah may purify the believers [through trials] and
destroy the disbelievers.

142) Or do you think that you will enter Paradise while Allah has
not yet made evident those of you who fight in His cause and
made evident those who are steadfast?

143) And you had certainly wished for death [i.e., martyrdom]
before you met it, and you have [now] seen it [before you] while
you were looking on.

144) Muhammad is not but a messenger. [Other] messengers have
passed on before him. So if he was to die or be killed, would you
turn back on your heels [to unbelief]? And he who turns back on
his heels will never harm Allah at all; but Allah will reward the
grateful.

145) And it is not [possible] for one to die except by permission of
Allah at a decree determined. And whoever desires the reward of
this world — We will give him thereof; and whoever desires the
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reward of the Hereafter — We will give him thereof. And We will
reward the Grateful.

146) And how many a prophet [fought and ] with him fought many
religious scholars. But they never lost assurance due to what
afflicted them in the cause of Allah, nor did they weaken or
submit. And Allah loves the steadfast.

147) And their words were not but that they said, "Our Lord,
forgive us our sins and the excess [committed] in our affairs and
plant firmly our feet and give us victory over the disbelieving
people."”

148) So Allah gave them the reward of this world and the good
reward of the Hereafter. And Allah loves the doers of good.

149) O you who have believed, if you obey those who disbelieve,
they will turn you back on your heels, and you will [then]
become losers.

150) But Allah is your protector, and He is the best of helpers.

151) We will cast terror into the hearts of those who dishelieve for
what they have associated with Allah of which He had not sent
down [any] authority. And their refuge will be the Fire, and
wretched is the residence of the wrongdoers.

152) And Allah had certainly fulfilled His promise to you when you
were killing them [i.e., the enemy] by His permission until [the
time] when you lost courage and fell to disputing about the order
[given by the Prophet (£2)] and disobeyed after He had shown
you that which you love.**” Among you are some who desire this
world, and among you are some who desire the Hereafter. Then
He turned you back from them [defeated] that He might test you.
And He has already forgiven you, and Allah is the possessor of
bounty for the believers.

27 .., the spoils of war.
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153) [Remember] when you [fled and] climbed [the mountain]
without looking aside at anyone while the Messenger was calling
you from behind. So Allah repaid you with distress upon distress
so you would not grieve for that which had escaped you [of
victory and spoils of war] or [for] that which had befallen you
[of injury and death]. And Allah is [fully] Acquainted with what
you do.

154) Then after distress, He sent down upon you security [in the
form of] drowsiness, overcoming a faction of you, while another
faction worried about themselves, thinking of Allah other than
the truth — the thought of ignorance, saying, "Is there anything
for us [to have done] in this matter?" Say, "Indeed, the matter
belongs completely to Allah.” They conceal within themselves
what they will not reveal to you. They say, "If there was
anything we could have done in the matter, we [i.e., some of us]
would not have been killed right here." Say, “Even if you had
been inside your houses, those decreed to be killed would have
come out to their death beds.” [It was] so that Allah might test
what is in your breasts and purify what is in your hearts. And
Allah is Knowing of that within the breasts.

155) Indeed, those of you who turned back on the day the two
armies met [at Uhud] — it was Satan who caused them to slip
because of some [blame] they had earned. But Allah has already
forgiven them. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Forbearing.

156) O you would have believed, do not be like those who
disbelieved and said about their brothers when they traveled
through the land or went out to fight, "If they had been with us,
they would not have died or have been killed,” so Allah makes
that [misconception] a regret within their hearts. And it is Allah
who gives life and causes death, and Allah is Seeing of what you
do.
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157) And if you are killed in the cause of Allah or die — then
forgiveness from Allah and mercy are better than whatever they
accumulate [in this world].

158) And whether you die or are killed, unto Allah you will be
gathered.

159) So by mercy from Allah, [O Muhammad], you were lenient
with them. And if you had been rude [in speech] and harsh in
heart, they would have disbanded from about you. So pardon
them and ask forgiveness for them and consult them in the
matter. And when you have decided, then rely upon Allah.
Indeed, Allah loves those who rely [upon Him].

160) If Allah should aid you, no one can overcome you; but if He
should forsake you, who is there that can aid you after Him?
And upon Allah let the believers rely.

161) 1t is not [attributable] to any prophet that he would act
unfaithfully [ in regard to war booty]. And whoever betrays,
[taking unlawfully], will come with what he took on the Day of
Resurrection. Then will every soul be [fully] compensated for
what it earned, and they will not be wronged.

162) So is one who pursues the pleasure of Allah like one who
brings upon himself the anger of Allah and whose refuge is
Hell? And wretched is the destination.

163) They are [varying] degrees in the sight of Allah, and Allah is
Seeing of whatever they do.

164) Certainly did Allah confer [great] favor upon the believers
when He sent among them a Messenger from themselves,
reciting to them His verses and purifying them and teaching
them the Book [i.e., the Qu'ran] and wisdom,?® although they
had been before in manifest error.

165) Why [is it that] when a [single] disaster struck you [on the day
of Uhud], although you had struck [the enemy in the battle of

12 The Prophet’s sunnah.
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Badr] with one twice as great, you said, "From where is this?"
Say, “It is from yourselves [i.e., due to your sin]." And Allah,
over all things, is competent.

166) And what struck you on the day the two armies met [at Uhud]
was by permission of Allah that He might make evident the
[true] believers.

167) And that He might make evident those who are hypocrites. For
it was said to them, "Come, fight in the way of Allah or [at least]
defend." They said, “If we had known [there would be] fighting,
we would have followed you." They were nearer to disbelief that
day than to faith, saying with their mouths what was not in their
hearts. And Allah is most knowing of what they conceal —

168) Those who said about their brothers while sitting [at home],
"If they had obeyed us, they would not have been killed." Say,
"Then prevent death from yourselves, if you should be truthful.”

169) And never think of those who have been killed in the cause of
Allah as dead. Rather, they are alive with their Lord, receiving
provision,

170) Rejoicing in what Allah has bestowed upon them of His
bounty, and they receive good tidings about those [to be
martyred] after them who have not yet joined them — that there
will be no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve.

171) They receive good tidings of favor from Allah and bounty and
[of the fact] that Allah does not allow the reward of believers to
be lost —

172) Those [believers] who responded to Allah and the Messenger
after injury had struck them. For those who did good among
them and feared Allah is a great reward —

173) Those to whom people [i.e., hypocrites] said, "Indeed, the
people have gathered against you, so fear them." But it [merely]
increased them in faith, and they said, "Sufficient for us is Allah,
and [He is ]the best Disposer of affairs."”
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174) So they returned with favor from Allah and bounty, no harm
having touched them. And they pursued the pleasure of Allah,
and Allah is the possessor of great bounty.

175) That is only Satan who frightens [you] of his supporters. So
fear them not, but fear Me, if you are [indeed] believers.

176) And do not be grieved, [O Muhammad], by those who hasten
into disbelief. Indeed, they will never harm Allah at all. Allah
intends that He should give them no share in the Hereafter, and
for them is a great punishment.

177) Indeed, those who purchase disbelief [in exchange] for faith —
never will they harm Allah at all, and for them is a painful
punishment.

178) And let not those who disbelieve ever think that [because] We
extend their time [of enjoyment] it is better for them. We only
extend it for them so that they may increase in sin, and for them
is a humiliating punishment.

179) Allah would not leave the believers in that [state] you are in
[presently] until He separates the evil from the good. Nor would
Allah reveal to you the unseen. But [instead], Allah chooses of
His messengers whom He wills, so believe in Allah and His
messengers. And if you believe and fear Him, then for you is a
great reward.

180) And let not those who [greedily] withhold what Allah has
given them of His bounty ever think that it is better for them.
Rather, it is worse for them. Their necks will be encircled by
what they withheld on the Day of Resurrection. And to Allah
belongs the heritage of the heavens and the earth. And Allah,
with what you do, is [fully] Acquainted.

181) Allah has certainly heard the statement of those [Jews[ who
said, "Indeed, Allah is poor, while we are rich." We will record
what they said and their killing of the prophets without right and
will say, "Taste the punishment of the Burning Fire.

( 107 )
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182) That is for what your hands have put forth and because Allah
is not unjust to [His] servants."

183) [They are] those who said, "Indeed, Allah has taken our
promise not to believe any messenger until he brings us an
offering which fire [from heaven] will consume." Say, "There
have already come to you messengers before me with clear
proofs and [even] that of which you speak. So why did you kill
them, if you should be truthful?"

184) Then if they deny you, [O Muhammad] — so were messengers
denied before you, who brought clear proofs and written
ordinances and the enlightening Scripture.'®

185) Every soul will taste death, and you will only be given your
[full] compensation on the Day of Resurrection. So he who is
drawn away from the Fire and admitted to Paradise has attained
[his desire]. And what is the life of this world except the
enjoyment of delusion.

186) You will surely be tested in your possessions and in
yourselves. And you will surely hear from those who were given
the Scripture before you and from those who associate others
with Allah much abuse. But if you are patient and fear Allah —
indeed, that is of the matters [worthy] of determination.

187) And [mention, O Muhammad], when Allah took a covenant
from those who were given the Scripture, [saying], "You must
make it clear [i.e., explain it] to the people and not conceal it."
But they threw it away behind their backs and exchanged it for a
small price. And wretched is that which they purchased.

188) And never think that those who rejoice in what they have
perpetrated and like to be praised for what they did not do —
never think them [to be] in safety from the punishment, and for
them is a painful punishment.

2 The pure, original Torah and Gospel, which were revealed by Allah
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189) And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the
earth, and Allah is over all things competent.

190) Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the earth and the
alternation of the night and the day are signs for those of
understanding—

191) Who remember Allah while standing or sitting or [lying] on
their sides and give thought to the creation of the heavens and
the earth, [saying], "Our Lord, You did not create this aimlessly;
exalted are You [above such a thing]; then protect us from the
punishment of the fire.

192) Our Lord, indeed whoever You admit to the Fire — You have
disgraced him, and for the wrongdoers there are no helpers.

193) Our Lord, indeed we have heard a caller [i.e., Prophet
Muhammad (#)] calling to faith, [saying], 'Believe in your
Lord," and we have believed. Our Lord so forgive us our sins and
remove from us our misdeeds and cause us to die with the
righteous.

194) Our Lord, and grant us what You promised us through Your
messengers and do not disgrace us on the Day of Resurrection.
Indeed, You do not fail in [Your] promise."

195) And their Lord responded to them, "Never will | allow to be
lost the work of [any] worker among you, whether male or
female; you are of one another. So those who emigrated or were
evicted from their homes or were harmed in My cause or fought
or were killed — I will surely remove from them their misdeeds,
and | will surely admit them to gardens beneath which rivers flow as
reward from Allah, and Allah has with Him the best reward."

196) Be not deceived by the [uninhibited] movement of the
disbelievers throughout the land.

197) [It is but] a small enjoyment; then their [final] refuge is Hell,
and wretched is the resting place.
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198) But those who feared their Lord will have gardens beneath
which rivers flow, abiding eternally therein, as hospitality from
Allah. And that which is with Allah is best for the righteous.

199) And Indeed, among the People of the Scripture are those who
believe in Allah and what was revealed to you and what was
revealed to them, [being] humbly submissive to Allah. They do
not exchange the verses of Allah for a small price. Those will have
their reward with their Lord. Indeed, Allah is swift in account.

200) O you who have believed, persevere'™ and endure'™ and
remain stationed™*? and fear Allah that you may be successful.

3 In your religion and in the face of your enemies.
3 |n patience, outlasting your enemies, and against your own evil inclinations.
132 posted at your position against the enemy or in the mosques, awaiting prayers.
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Nisa’-4'*

In the name of Allah, the Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful

1) O mankind, fear your Lord, who created you from one soul and
created from it its mate and dispersed from both of them many
men and women. And fear Allah, through whom™* you ask one
another,® and the wombs.**® Indeed Allah is ever,™*" over you,
an Observer.

2) And give to the orphans their properties and do not substitute
the defective [of you own] for the good [of theirs], And do not
consume their properties into your own. Indeed, that is ever a
great sin.

3) And if you fear that you will not deal justly with the orphan
girls, then marry those that please you of [other] women, two or
three or four. But if you fear that you will not be just, then
[marry only] one or those your right hand possess [i.e., slaves].
That is more suitable that you may not incline [to injustice].

4) And give the women [upon marriage] their [bridal] gifts
graciously. But if they give up willingly to you anything of it,
then take it in satisfaction and ease.™*

5) And do not give the weak-minded your property,'*® which Allah
has made a means of sustenance for you, but provide for them

138

33 An-Nisa: The Women.

3% In whose name.

% j.e., request favors and demand rights.

1% je., fear Allah in regard to relations of kinship.

7 When used in conjunction with Allah’s attributes, the word “ever” (occurring repeatedly throughout
this surah and elsewhere, such as in Surah al-Ahzab) is quite inadequate in imparting the sense of
continuation expressed by the word “kana” in Arabic, which indicates “always was, is, and always will
be.”

% The obligatory bridal gift (mahr).

% Knowing that it is lawful.

0 Although it is actually their property, Allah (subhanahu wa ta’ala) refers to it in the collective sense,
reminding us that all wealth is provided by Him for the maintenance of the community as well as of
individual members.
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6)

7

9

9)

with it and clothe them and speak to them words of appropriate
kindness.

And test the orphans [in their abilities] until they reach
marriageable age. Then if you perceive in them sound
judgement, release their property to them. And do not consume
it excessively and quickly, [anticipating] that they will grow up.
And whoever, [when acting as guardian], is self-sufficient
should refrain [from taking a fee]; and whoever is poor — let him
take according to what is reasonable. Then when you release
their property to them, bring witnesses upon them. And
sufficient is Allah as Accountant.

For men is a share of what the parents and close relatives leave,
and for women is a share of what the parents and close relatives
leave, be it little or much — an obligatory share.

And when [other] relatives and orphans and the needy are
present at the [time of] division, then provide for them
[something] out of it [i.e., the estate] and speak to them words of
appropriate kindness.

And let those [executors and guardians] fear [injustice] as if they
[themselves]  had left weak offspring behind and feared for
them. So let them fear Allah and speak words of appropriate
justice.

10) Indeed, those who devour the property of orphans unjustly are

only consuming into their bellies fire. And they will be burned in
a Blaze [i.e., Hellfire].

11) Alllah instructs you concerning your children [i.e., their portions

of inheritance]: for the male, what is equal to the share of the
two females . But if there are [only] daughters, two or more, for
them is two thirds of one's estate.** And if there is only one, for
her is half. And for one's parents, to each one of them is a sixth
of his estate if he left children. But if he had no children and the

141

Literally, “that which he left”.
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parents [alone] inherit from him, then for his mother is one third.
And if he had brothers [and/or sisters], for his mother is a
sixth,**? after any bequest he [may have] made or debt.*** Your
parents or your children — you know not which of them are
nearest to you in benefit. [These shares are] an obligation
[imposed] by Allah. Indeed Allah is ever Knowing and Wise.

12) And for you is half of what your wives leave if they have no
child. But if they have a child, for you is one fourth of what they
leave, after any bequest they [may have] made or debt. And for
them [i.e., the wives] is one fourth if you leave no child. But if
you leave a child, then for them is an eight of what you leave,
after any bequest you [may have] made or debt. And if a man or
woman leaves neither ascendants nor descendants but has a
brother or a sister, then for each one of them is a sixth. But if
they are more than two, they share a third,*** after any bequest
which was made or debt, as long as there is no detriment
[caused].’*® [This is] an ordinance from Allah, and Allah is
Knowing and Forbearing.

13) These are the limits of Allah, and whoever obeys Allah and His
Messenger will be admitted by Him to gardens [in Paradise]
under which rivers flow, abiding eternally therein; and that is the
great attainment.

14) And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger and
transgresses His limits — He will put him into the Fire to abide
eternally therein, and he will have a humiliating punishment.

42 Although the siblings themselves do not inherit in this case.

143 Based upon prophetic hadiths, scholars have ruled that debt takes precedent over a bequest, that a
bequest may not include any who inherit by law, and that the total bequest may not be more than one
third of one’s state. After the fulfillment of debts and bequests (if any), the remainder of the state is to be
divided according to the ordinances in this surah.

4 These shares are divided equally between males and females.
5 This is a condition for any bequest. If it has been violated by the deceased, his bequest is not to be
honored , or it may be adjusted by the executor. See 2:182.

( 07 )
{ 107}




Surah 4 An-Nis a’ Part 4

15)Those who commit immorality [i.e., unlawful sexual
intercourse] of your women — brings against them four witnesses
from among you. And if they testify,*® confine them [i.e., the
guilty women] to houses until death takes them or Allah ordains
for them [another] way.**’

16) And the two'*® who commit it [i.e., unlawful sexual intercourse]
among you — punish [i.e., dishonor] them both. But if they repent
and correct themselves, leave them alone. Indeed, Allah is ever
Accepting of repentance and Merciful.

17) The repentance accepted by Allah is only for those who do
wrong in ignorance [or carelessness] and then repent soon after.
It is those to whom Allah will turn in forgiveness, and Allah is
ever Knowing and Wise.

18) But repentance is not [accepted] of those who [continue to] do
evil deeds up until, when death comes to one of them, he says,
"Indeed, | have repented now," or of those who die while they
are disbelievers. For them We have prepared a painful
punishment.

19)O you who have believed, it is not lawful for you to inherit
women by compulsion.*® And do not make difficulties for them
in order to take [back] part of what you gave them™® unless they
commit a clear immorality [i.e., adultery]. And live with them in
kindness. For if you dislike them - perhaps you dislike a thing
and Allah makes therein much good.

20) But if you want to replace one wife with another and you have
given one of them a great amount [in gifts], do not take [back]
from it anything. Would you take it in injustice and manifest
sin?

% The witnesses must swear to actually having seen the act taking place.

7 The “other way” (i.e., penalty) was later revealed in 24:2, canceling the ruling in this verse.

48 Scholars differ over whether “the two” refers to two of the same sex (i.e., homosexuals) or those of
opposite sexes. In either case, later rulings outlined in the sunnah have replaced this one.

1 The deceased man’s heirs have no rights of marriage or otherwise over his widow.

150 At the time of marriage as mahr.
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21) And how could you take it while you have gone in unto each
other and they have taken from you a solemn covenant?

22) And do not marry those [women] whom your fathers married,
except what has already occurred.™ Indeed, it was an
immorality and hateful [to Allah] and was evil as a way.

23) Prohibited to you [for marriage] are your mothers, your
daughters, your sisters, your father's sisters, your mother's
sisters, your brother’s daughters, your sister's daughters, your
[milk] mothers who nursed you, your sisters through nursing,
your wives' mothers, and your stepdaughters under your
guardianship [born] of your wives unto whom you have gone in.
But if you have not gone in unto them, there is no sin upon you.
And [also prohibited are] the wives of your sons who are from
your [own] loins, and that you take [in marriage] two sisters
simultaneously, except for what has already occurred.*** Indeed,
Allah is ever Forgiving and Merciful.

24) And [also prohibited to you are all] married women except those
your right hands possess.'®® [This is] the decree of Allah upon
you. And lawful to you are [all others] beyond these, [provided]
that you seek them [in marriage] with [gifts from] your property,
desiring chastity, not unlawful sexual intercourse. So for
whatever you enjoy [of marriage] from them, give them their
due compensation™ as an obligation. And there is no blame
upon you for what you mutually agree to beyond the obligation.
Indeed, Allah is ever Knowing and Wise.

25) And whoever among you does not have the means to marry free,
believing women, then [he may marry] from those whom your
right hands possess of believing slave girls. And Allah is most

151 Before Islam. After the ruling was revealed by Allah, men were required to release those women
unlawful to them (e.g., a stepmother, one of two sisters, or any wives over the limit of four). The same
obligation applies to one once he has accepted Islam.

152 See previous footnote.

153 .., slaves or war captives who had polytheist husbands.

154 The mahr, a specified gift to the bride required of the man upon marriage.
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knowing about your faith. You [believers] are of one another. So
marry them with the permission of their people and give them
their due compensation [i.e.,, mahr] according to what is
reasonable. [They should be] chaste, neither [of] those who
commit unlawful intercourse randomly nor those who take
[secret] lovers. But once they are sheltered in marriage, if they
should commit adultery, then for them is half the punishment for
free [unmarried] women. This [allowance] is for him among you
who fears affliction [i.e., sin] but to be patient is better for you.
And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.

26) Allah wants to make clear to you [the lawful from the unlawful]
and guide you to the [good] practices of those before you and to
accept your repentance. And Allah is Knowing and Wise.

27) Allah wants to accept your repentance, but those who follow
their passions want you to digress [into] a great deviation.

28) And Allah wants to lighten for you [your difficulties]; and
mankind was created weak.

29) O you who have believed, do not consume one another's wealth
unjustly*®® but only [in lawful] business by mutual consent. And
do not kill yourselves [or one another]. Indeed, Allah is to you
ever Merciful.

30) And whoever does that in aggression and injustice — then We
will 